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Officers
· President—Janet Calloway;

Enquiries

president@oldnewburians.co.uk
· Vice– President - Patricia Ray
· Treasurer—Mark Donoghue;
treasurer@oldnewburians.co.uk
· Secretary—Ann Maisey;
secretary@oldnewburians.co.uk

Programme 2015 - 2016

· Games Sec. (M) - Mike Hart

AGM and Dinner Sunday 22nd November 2015
11.30am (see page 21)

gamesm@oldnewburians.co.uk
· Games Sec. (F) - Clare Harrison
gamesf@oldnewburians.co.uk
· Membership Sec.- Richard Sellwood
membership@oldnewburians.co.uk
· Webmaster - Richard Sellwood
webmaster@oldnewburians.co.uk

www.oldnewburians.co.uk

Sports
Rugby - Saturday 9th Jan 2016 1.00 pm
Lacrosse - 19th Mar 2016 12.30 pm
Netball - 19th Mar 2016 10.30 am
Football - 19th Mar 2016 12.30 pm
Cricket - 14th Jun 2016 6.00 pm

Facebook/oldnewburians

Spring Ball - 16th April 2016
(Details to be announced)
Reunion - Class of 1999 to 2006
30th April 2016
(Details to be announced)

The front cover lacrosse artwork was by Steph
Furneaux (2001 - 2008)
2

From your President
Dear Fellow Newburians
I would like to thank all of you who have supported me, the ONA and St Barts
over my 2 year tenure. It has been a privilege to follow in the footsteps of
former Presidents and to work alongside members of the committee, friends
and supporters. It has been an honour for me to represent you at a variety
of events ranging from the moving Remembrance Service and Parade, the
exciting Sports Matches and the fun filled Spring Ball. I am grateful that I
have had the opportunity to become more involved with the School and I
hope that in some small way we, as an association, can provide a link
between all that is good from past to present about St Barts.
St. Barts has always offered something for everyone and recognised that
no two students are the same. In the words of one past Headmaster, “we
have never tried to form a standard product”. I am delighted to report to you
that St Barts continues to provide a wide variety of opportunities and activities
which enrich the lives of students. Last term I met the mother of a Year 10 student at an ONA event
who told me how grateful she was that St. Barts provides the opportunities and support for her son
that the private schools attended by the boy’s two brothers, did not. To me, this sums up the essence
of the school and is a reflection of the hard work and commitment of the dedicated staff and the
desire of the school to put the well-being of the students first, as it has always done. Many staff still
give their time voluntarily for the fulfilment of young people who pass through their charge. It has
always been so and is why, if you browse through back issues of old school magazines, you will
read reports of the Essay Club, The Debating Society, The Photographic Society, etc, alongside
those of all the expected sporting fixtures, the language exchange trips, ski trips, geography field
trips, Ten Tors, World Challenge Expeditions, etc – the list is seemingly endless.
The first ONA Magazine, produced by the Association for its members, was published in 1989.Before
amalgamation, news of Old Boys and Girls was reported in the separate magazines of the two
schools, namely, The Newburian (Boys) and The Record (Girls). With the two magazines merging
into one, there was no longer space for ONA news in the school publication. The gap was initially
filled by “mail outs” two or three times a year posted to each member. The magazine has never
followed a standardised format and its content and style has always been determined by the
discretion and taste of the Editor of the day. This year’s issue is less ambitious than those of recent
years; mainly because we have been unable to attract a new editor to take the lead in its preparation
and production. We are very grateful to our sponsors, contributors and in particular to Richard
Sellwood who has carried out the bulk of the work towards this magazine.
New methods of communication such as social media means that it is easy for members to keep in
touch with each other. We have our own Website and Facebook page and the School’s weekly
newsletter is readily available on-line via its Website. However, we feel that that there remains a
place for The Newburian, and that this would be best achieved with a dedicated editorial team. So,
if any old boys and old girls want to get involved in future issues they would be welcomed with open
arms.
Mr H. Slater Stone, a Fellow of the Institute of Journalists and a past President of the ONA who
came to the school 135 years ago seeing its transfer from The Litten to Enborne Road, before leaving
in 1886, wrote: “I was not one of the cleverest boys of the school, but I am one of the most grateful.”
Some students may echo this sentiment when they make their final walk out through the school
gates feeling that they have made the most of their time at St. Barts. For others it may be years later
that they look back with gratitude for their time spent and “lessons” learnt. If you reading this as a
former student would like to get involved with the ONA and give something back to the school which
gave you your opportunities then please contact me or a member of the committee.
Best wishes to you all
Janet Calloway (nee Mills)
President
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Letter from The Headteacher
Dear Newburians,
It is a great pleasure to write my message for the annual Newburian again after
another very successful year.
Our heritage is so important to us and we are fittingly reminded of that every
year through our annual ONA sports fixtures and events and through taking
every opportunity to mark important landmarks in the school’s history. This
year it is the 40th anniversary of the amalgamation of the two grammar schools
and the first mixed intake, which your magazine is celebrating accordingly. In
a year where the girls and boys achieved equally well at GCSE, breaking the
national trend, it is clear that both girls and boys flourish at St Bart’s.
Your part in keeping the history of the school alive is also so important, and we
value all your contributions. The ONA sporting fixtures are certainly a highlight
of the year and I personally love to see the competitive spirit of St Bart’s still there, and long may it
continue. It was also a pleasure to see the ONA Ball come to life again this year.
This year the 2015 examination results have been outstanding and reflect our students’ hard work
and the dedication of staff. At GCSE 81% gained 5 or more A*-C grades, including English and
Mathematics, whilst 49% gained A*-C in the Ebacc measure. 33 students achieved 10 or more A*/A
grades, which is a remarkable achievement. At A level the pass rate was 99%. Just under 30%
of all A level grades were A* or A, and 81% of all grades were C or better. 25 students gained 3 or
more A or A* grades, and 6 students, including last year’s Head Boy and Head Girl, Tom Fisher and
Camilla Dickson, secured Oxbridge places whilst 3 further students have gone on to study medicine.
The 2014-15 academic year was one in which much happened and there was a great deal to
celebrate. Ofsted visited and inspected the school in February 2015 and recognised all the great
opportunities St Bart’s offers and the good progress students make. We are very proud of all our
students, past and present, and everything that happens every day at the school. Really great
lessons and really great attitudes and relationships amongst all students and staff make St Bart’s
special. There were also notable wider community events, with St Bart’s hosting Children in Need
and raising over £8,000 for the charity, and BBC Question Time in the autumn. Whole school
events have also been a feature with all students getting involved in Mock Elections in May, Science
Week and Shakespeare’s birthday celebration to name a few.
It continues to be wonderful to see all students involved in activities across the school. Concerts,
dance and drama productions and Sports Day were memorable, as always. House Evenings have
seen some outstanding performances. This year we now look forward to embracing Rugby World
Cup fever and are planning celebrations across the school with tutor group and House competitions.
In the course of the year we said goodbye to a number of staff who retired. More than 75 years of
teaching had been notched up by Mr Grant, Head of Expressive Arts, Mrs Nichol, Head of English,
and Mrs Pollitt, Teacher of History, who all retired. Mrs Thomas, Librarian, who also retired,
together with Mrs Pollitt, a former student of Newbury Girls’ Grammar School, had a particular
interest in the history of the school and we have been privileged to read their publications on the
school. We have thanked them for all they have contributed to St Bart’s, and they will, of course,
be missed.
Finally, we look forward to welcoming the ONA to the Annual Dinner at the school in November,
when I hope to meet more of you.
Best wishes to everyone in the ONA for the year ahead.
Julia Mortimore
Headteacher
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THE URGE TO MERGE
It is 40 years since the amalgamation of St. Bartholomew’s Grammar School and The
County Girls’ School to form a mixed comprehensive school, after many years of
discussion and planning:
FROM THE NEWBURIAN (SPRING TERM 1967 EDITION)
Commenting on the variety of proposals put forward by the local Divisional Education
Executive regarding the future education of Newbury, the then ONA President Mr RV
(Bobby) Smith (1924-34), remarked that an amalgamation of St.Barts with “the one
down the road” was the least destructive of the proposals to be put forward, saying that
“the urge to merge is upon us”.
THE FUTURE OF THE SCHOOL
In the 1972 edition of The Record, the Head Mistress, Miss Gray wrote of the school’s
“approaching metamorphosis” the following notes on the future of the school:
“As many of our readers will already know, the County’s plan for the reorganisation of
education in Newbury provides for the amalgamation of St. Bartholomew’s Grammar
School and The County Girls’ School and the development of a seven-form entry 11-18
mixed comprehensive school to be called St. Bartholomew’s School. This is to be
effected legally by the closure of the Girls’ School and the expansion of the Boys’
School and the present Head Master of St. Bartholomew’s School, Mr B.E.D Cooper, is
the Head Designate, while the Head Mistress is to be Associate Head. We expect our
first unselected, mixed entry into the first year in September 1975.
Already we are involved in preparation for a major building programme due to begin at
the end of this term and most of the new building is to be on our site. On the present
grass tennis courts is to be built the new Craft block which will include all Art, Craft and
Needlework on the ground floor, Home Economics on the first floor and an
unspecialised area on the second floor. At the end of the present Science block is to be
a Music building with one large classroom cum concert room and a number of small
rooms.
We have already established that the 5th, 6th and 7th years will be based at St.
Bartholomew’s, to be called Wormstall, and the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th years will be based at
the Girls’ School, to be called Luker.
Now that the buildings are planned, the staff of both schools are turning their attention to
the problems of merging the two schools and providing for the first all-ability intake.
Fortunately, time is on our side and although there are many problems, we feel
confident that, with full consultation, we shall be able to solve them and create a school
which will retain the best traditions of the two schools from which it springs.”
THE LAST RECORD
The last ever issue of The Record, the magazine of the Newbury County Girls’ Grammar
School was published in the summer of 1975. It was appropriately re-titled The Last
Record to mark the occasion of the impending amalgamation of the school with St.
Bartholomew’s Grammar School and the absorption of the school magazine into that of
the boys’ school, namely ‘The Newburian’.
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One of the features contained in The Last Record, under the heading “Reciprocal
Thoughts” was the handwritten thoughts of some of the girls on the amalgamation. They
are reprinted below, as recorded, with no amendment of grammar or spelling. As with
most change, opinion seems to have been divided and the sub-headings have been
added to distinguish the hopes and fears, anticipation and expectation.
The Fors
“One good thing about amalgamating is we will get half the swimming pool”.
“Boys are good fun and cause a lot of laughs”.
“I will be glad when the boys come because then we don’t have to go searching on the
field at dinner time for our boyfriends”.
“I think it would toughen the girls up to be mixed with boys”.
“The girls’ physical appearance will improve”.
“I think we should amalgamate because then social boys can carry my bags down to the
bus station”.
“Mixing with the boys should help us to be able to talk to the boys better”.
“I’m glad we’ll be comprehensive because then we won’t be called snooty because we
go to the Grammar School”.
“Since the boys never work as hard as the girls, I think we can look forward to a much
easier time”.
The Againsts
“When we get to the sixth form we will not have any privileges because of the years at
Wormestall”.
“The boys will use us as door-mats, why should we be trampled on”.
“I certainly don’t want boys seeing me in short socks”.
“Girls giggle but BOYS are bossy”.
“If we were cannibals boys would be inedible”.
“I hope that the girls won’t have to use the boys school too often, each room is like the
black hole of Calcutta”.
The Don’t Knows
“I try not to think about it”.
“I like things as they are. I don’t want to change anything”.
“The atmosphere of the school may change when we go comprehensive”.
... and finally, long before the Spice Girls invented “Girl Power” ...
“Boys won’t stop me from working”.
“Why do the boys make such a fuss about joining up with us poor girls? We’re only
human after all”.
“We can look after ourselves”.
Two of the form tutors tasked with looking after the new intake of “unselected, mixed
entry” First Years (Year 7 in new money) are current ONA committee members, Mr M.C
Hart, responsible for 1C2, and Mr J.C Harris, responsible for 1P2. Incidentally, the form
tutor for the new 1C1 was Mrs G.H Hart, so keeping Curnock in the family.
We asked Mike and John, for their recollections of that year ...
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When discussion was underway as to how the day should be organised
there was something of a furore as to where the lunch hour should be
positioned in the day. The boys were used to working a long morning with
a late lunch and a short afternoon whilst the girls had always been used to
an even split with a much earlier meal time. One lady member of staff who
should remain nameless claimed that her metabolism would be seriously
disrupted if the boys‘ model was adopted and that she, along with many
others, felt it to be totally unreasonable that they should be deprived any
form of sustenance for so long. Needless to say Bay Cooper prevailed and
amidst much moaning, groaning [and digestive traumas] nobody ate until
at least 1.15pm!

In the first edition of the school magazine after amalgamation, the Editors (2 girls,
2 boys, of course) explained that due to economic and space restrictions, some of
the features of the former school magazines had had to be abandoned, notably the
Old Newburian and the Old Girls’ Association reports. Anxious that such changes
might encourage members of both Associations to believe that ‘the old place isn’t
what it was’, the Editors printed the letter written by the Headmaster to the Old
Newburians, in the hope that it would allay any such fears.
The letter was a reassuring message, stating that the amalgamation of the two
grammar schools went very smoothly and that he saw no reason why serious
problems should arise, with teething pains being cured. It praises staff and pupils
for their loyalty and cooperation in maintaining the best traditions of the separate
pasts of both schools and remarks on the “memorable and moving” first main
school assembly in the quadrangle at Luker. Extolling the virtues of school
uniform, good manners, consideration for others, appearance and courtesy, the
Headmaster concludes that the evidence of the past suggests that such “methods
and values are right and proper” and will be upheld. He welcomes all Old Boys
and Girls to call at the school to see for themselves, believing that they wouldn’t
find things so very different from what they were in their various days, apart he
suggests, from size and sex.
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AD - Charles, Lucas & Marshall
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HOUSE COLOURS
When it came to combining the Houses of each school, they matched up almost
perfectly. The House names of Jade, Flame and Blue from the Girls’ school
were easily matched with Curnock (green), Davis (red), and Evers (blue). Only
Patterson (purple) and Gold House needed some thought.
Purple was the Girls’ School colour, which together with the bottle green from
the Boys’ school went to make up the colours of the new mixed school – still
seen on the school tie today. The history of the new school colours is also
reflected in the present green hoops of the boys’ rugby shirts and green socks,
whereas the girls have purple sweatshirts and socks. Although it is interesting
that today purple is the predominant colour used in the school branding.
Hence Patterson became Gold, now simply referred to as yellow. Although in
House events you will still see the boys wearing purple and the girls wearing
yellow wristbands or ribbons.

Pre 1975
(Boys)

Post 1975

School Ties

Curnock House
Tie

Davis House
Tie

Evers House
Tie

School Blazer Badges in House Colours
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Patterson House
Tie

FROM THE NEWBURIAN OF SPRING 1985 (A word to the wise):
With his impending retirement at the end of the
following term after 25 years as Headmaster,
Mr BED Cooper wrote:
“I have never regarded academic excellence or
athletic prowess either as the be-all and end-all
of schooling or, in themselves, desirable goals.
Life is about people of all shapes and sizes, and
it is the responsibility of establishments such as
St. Bart’s to prepare some youngsters to be
happy “hewers of wood and drawers of water,”
to prepare others to assume places of high
responsibility, to ensure, as far as possible, that
all learn to accept their limitations with fortitude
and their talents with humility, to respond
graciously to success and cheerfully to
temporary failure and to determine to make a
contribution to society.”
And, commenting on his previous reluctance to
publish examination results because “there are
so many more important aspects of education”
before reporting the outstanding achievements
of “O” and “A” level students, he concludes:
“These are the sort of results we take for granted, but I think they deserve some publicity because
they are achieved through the devotion and expertise of a dedicated staff. No other aspect of
education is neglected, and no undue pressure is exerted – hard work is the order of the day for
staff and pupils.”
There have been many enterprising business men and women passing through the Luker and
Wormestall gates. Present at the school during the time of the amalgamation were Sam
McCallum (1974-80) and Tim Green (1974-79), now co-founders of Hartwood Oak Buildings,
and lasting proof of inter-House co-operation, in this case, Curnock and Davis respectively.
It is unlikely that their Headteacher had them in mind when he used his biblical reference, but
“hewers of wood” seems an appropriate description of a company that specialises in the
manufacture of traditional and contemporary green oak timber framed buildings and structures.
Last year they celebrated their first twenty years in business which began as a two-man
workforce in a shed at Tim’s home in Highclere and which now operates from a purpose built
workshop with a large timber storage area and with sufficient office space for sales, management
and drawing staff, employing fourteen people: mighty oaks from little acorns and all that.
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AD - Hartwood Oak
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FROM THE NEWBURY WEEKLY NEWS 17TH JULY 1975:
The arrival of comprehensive education on the doorsteps of Newbury’s Grammar Schools has been
greeted in some circles with prophecies of gloom. But you won’t find any such despondency where
it matters –in the corridors of the two establishments. The amalgamation of the schools, when the
new term starts on September 2, is being regarded with enthusiasm and a determination that the
new St Bartholomew’s school will be the best. The new school will start with around 1,500 pupils.
And there lies one of the basic problems – can an individual be treated as an individual and not
remain just a face in a very large crowd? Headmaster Mr Basil Cooper believes that concern for
the individual is the secret of a successful school and is confident that he and his staff of 90 can
realise that aim.
ST
BARTHOLOMEW’S
School headmaster
Basil Cooper with six
of the pupils who
would prove
important to the
smooth running of the
new school. The new
school officers were
(left to right)
Elizabeth Humphries,
Robert Brown, Carole
Downer, Nicholas
Caiger-Smith,
Stephen Townsend
and Amanda Rucker.

The School List for 1975-76, contained the names of
1,589 students; the Headmaster B.E.D. Cooper, T.D.,
M.A. (Cantab.); the Second Master D.E.J. Saint,
A.F.C., B.A. (London); 2 Deputy Heads, E.H.W.
Burton, B.A. (London) and Miss S.J. Ebbutt; plus 89
Teaching Staff, including recent retiree Mrs. V. Pollitt,
B.A. (Reading). The School Officer roles were shared
equally between both genders – girls were listed with
initials before surname, boys with surname before
initials – and, although the four House Heads were all
male, two were previously on the Boys’ teaching staff
– Mr Stock and Mr King, and two were previously on
the Girls’ teaching staff – Mr Bynoth and Mr Wright.
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I joined the Boys' Grammar School in September 1969. It was a different world then. The school
boarding house had recently closed. We wore caps, some boys wore flannel shorts, we attended
school on Saturday mornings, CCF was pretty much compulsory unless you wanted to spend
Monday afternoons mending desks. We were called by our surnames. Latin was compulsory up to
'O' level. We had schoolmasters (rather than teachers) who wore gowns and occasionally mortar
boards. The gowns came in useful for rubbing chalk off the blackboards, unless, like one master
who wore pink Marigold gloves due to a chalk allergy and proceeded to silence misbehaving
schoolboys with a well aimed board rubber. This may sound like Hogwarts but this is how it was!
We were aware that there was a Girls' Grammar school at the other end of Buckingham Road. A
post and wire fence was in place between the boys' cricket field and the girls' playing field. Liaisons
over the fence were tricky. The fence was a long way from the main school building and one had to
cross Fifth Road to get there. As time moved on and the merger of the two schools was on the
cards, Miss Gray, the headmistress at the girls' school, issued an edict that there would be no hand
holding in Buckingham Road. "The word is No : remember it, learn it and use it!". Our Headmaster,
Basil Cooper (universally referred to by the boys as "Baz" but by his friends as "Bay") would often
patrol the fence at break times and lunchtimes with his dog Oscar. I think both Heads were
thwarted by couples who sneaked off to the City Playground only to emerge later with grass on their
backs!
The joining of the schools was gradual over a number of years. Some lessons on more obscure
subjects were taken together. There had even been joint productions of drama and musicals in the
1960s. I recall watching my brother John as Frederick in "Pirates of Penzance" with Mabel played by
Felicity Davies ( now Salter) and a large cast of pirates and maidens.
Later, as the merger became official, we took all lessons together with the girls, the fence came
down, the barrier was gone. We had male and female teachers. The gowns and the surnames
disappeared. Uniform rules were relaxed : we could now wear a jumper in any of the school house
colours. I have fond memories of playing croquet with the girls on the headmaster's lawn and
singing in a mixed school choir. It was an exciting time for my year as we entered the lower sixth to
find that we now had a mixed sixth form common room. Good friendships were forged with both
sexes. Some of the friends I made in the sixth form are still some of my greatest friends today.
The downfall of the fence was symbolic of a new era in the history of what is now St Bartholomew's
School. I was privileged to be there both before and after the fence came down.
Julian Dickens 1969-1977
*****
I was a Year 10 student in September 1975 when the first mixed intake started at the school
(although it was called the 4th year then).
I don’t recall exactly when the fence came down – it was probably during the summer holidays
leading up to the amalgamation, but I remember it being there dividing the two school fields. The
Boys’ school had a field adjacent to the school building and were probably not supposed to cross
Fifth Road other than for games lessons, but the Girls’ school field was our main recreation space.
There was a strict distance limit that we were supposed to keep!
13

AD - Dickens, Hopgood & Chidley

14

There was a small copse of trees that provided cover for brief meetings to take place, although the
fence was regularly patrolled by staff and Prefects. The large mature tree in the Heritage Garden at
the front of the new school building is the one remaining tree from this copse! If you stand facing
the garden and look to your left and see the old Girls’ school building, and to the right and see the
Boys’ cricket pavilion, you will get your bearings and see where the fence ran.
Patricia Ray (nee Muggeridge) 1971 - 1979
*****

Anecdotes/Memories
Chet Hobbs (1944-1949- If we were caught looking at the girls through the knot holes of the fence
we were given detention and made to roll the cricket pitch with the big roller!
John Bowley (1954-1961). I fear that all my fraternisation with the High School girls took place on
the Reading bus, Fifth Road was only used as a sports field so the area by the fence was not freely
available as there was always a Master on hand to supervise the collection of cricket balls, although
the batsman always earned great credit if he could dispatch the bowling in that direction.
I seem to remember that the High School sports facilities were kept well away from the fence
probably for the same reason.
Paul Livingstone (1956-1963) I just remember one method of communication between the girls and
boys was that tennis balls, with messages written on them , were often hit/thrown over the fence.

Barlows Ad
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Apologies if there are errors in the names but memories do wane over time - Editor

Back Row - Ian Candy, Phil Charlston, John Trethewey, Simon Meadowcroft, John Rolt, Ferdie Froom,
Pete Dossett, Dick Thorley, Brian Stratford, Andy Shepherd, Mike Eckford, Ed Wheeler, Alan Metcalfe,
Alan Patrick, Derek Carruthers, Dave Russell, Eric Lawson, Nick Gough, Derek Faulkener, Brian
Medhurst, Eric Danvers, Tim Cornish

3rd Row - Paul Tomlinson, Richard Durrant, Martin Jones, Mike Teague, Sue Robertson, Rachel King, Val
Pollitt, Elonid O’Neil, Mrs Davies, Barbara Mills, Mary Allin, Dave Candy, John Harris, Mike Hart, Jack
Carter.

2nd Row - John Slater, Chris Charlton, Moyna Turner, Sandy Cole, Jeanie Murray, Pam Owen, Gordon
Neale, Rene Eggleton, John Brazendale, Cynthia Pocock, Gillian Rich, Elizabeth Cooper, Catherine
Moody, Christine Rolt, Ray Beale, Carol Dickinson, Val Humphreys, Mary Parry, Barbara McKenzie, Sue
Tickle.

Front Row (l to r) - Jean Sawyer, Harold Pike, Trevor Boyd, Charles Parker, Geoff English, Len Harper,
Bob Bynoth, John Wright, Ted Burton, Doug Saint, Basil Cooper, Jane Ebbutt, Sidney Stock, John King,
Sid Inns, Joyce Brooke, Mike Sharpe, Doris Hughes, Malcolm White, Sue Appleby, John Curtis.

The Teaching Staff 1975 (photo opposite)
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The Teaching Staff 1975

Memories Revived
The original Wormestall buildings were opened 130 years ago. The July 1935 Edition of The
Newburian noted the 50th Anniversary of this event with some accounts of this process, from the
School Record:
The first meeting of the Governing Body of the St. Bartholomew’s Hospital and Grammar School
Foundation was held on 14th April 1883. Subsequent meetings record that the new buildings would
provide accommodation for 150 boys, including 20 Boarders; that the Headmaster was allowed
£270 for the annual salaries of 5 Assistant Masters, including Music Master and Drill Master; and
that the Building Committee had the authority to spend not more than £20 on School Furniture.
The building contract was awarded to Joseph Bull, Sons & Co, Ltd (coincidentally the lowest tender
received at £6581) and work commenced on 1st September 1884. The opening ceremony took place
on Tuesday, 28th July 1885 at one o’clock pm with “a luncheon in the School Room – tickets to
the public to be 3/6 each – ladies to be invited.”
*****
In June 1903 Berkshire Education Committee proposed that a girls’ school and a pupil teachers’
centre should be established in Newbury. In January 1904 the Higher Education Committee decided
that the Technical Institute in Northbrook Street should be leased from Newbury Town Council.
In April arrangements were made to lease a house and garden adjoining the Institute to provide a
playground and a boarding house at a rent of £50 per annum. This was “The Limes” in Albert Road.
The post of headmistress had been advertised with an annual salary of £120 and a £1 per head
capitation. Miss Esther Jane Luker was appointed. The Newbury Girls’ School opened on 20th
September 1904 with 39 pupils. Extracts taken from “Wisdom is Strength” A History of
Newbury Girls’ School by Val Pollitt with permission.
FROM THE NEWBURIAN OF JULY 1935:
The cricket pavilion was opened
on 3rd June 1935 by Lord Iliffe of
Yattendon. It was designed by an
Old Boy, Mr E.A Roberts and
built by the Newbury firm of
Messrs. Campbell Cooper. It cost
around £1,000, a large proportion
of which was subscribed by
members of the ONA.

FROM THE NEWBURIAN OF JULY 1955:
Old Newburians will be glad to know that Bill Slatter has decided not to take on a new post but to
remain at the School. The cricket field would not have been the same without his skilful care.
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SPRING BALL
Saturday 28th March 2015
This year saw the re-introduction of the Annual Ball which was held at the School. A fabulous
3-course meal was provided by the school catering team led by Tina Smart and Angela Billingham.
The entertainment, provided by local band ‘Misbehavin’, and the well-stocked Bar ensured a good
time was had by all.
“The meal was excellent and the
band was perfect for the wide age
range present.”
“We thoroughly enjoyed the Ball;
it was a very successful evening.”
“A real triumph, we absolutely
loved it.”
“We both had a great evening lovely atmosphere and so nice to
catch up with old faces again.”
“We really enjoyed it, catching up
with friends and old flames!”
“Thanks for a successful and
enjoyable evening.”
This event has a long tradition within the Association and has been held at a variety of venues
over the years, including The Corn Exchange, The Racecourse, Benham Vallence and the Rugby
Club, to name but a few. There is no place like home however, and the Committee are grateful
that the school is able to accommodate this kind of function and provide such professional
hospitality. It is hoped that, given all the positive feedback the organisers received afterwards
(see above), it will once again become an annual fixture on the ONA calendar.
FROM THE NEWBURIAN OF JULY 1945:
“On Boxing Night, December 26th, the Association has arranged a Dinner-Dance at the Chequers
Hotel, for which the charge will be 10s. 6d. Each and the numbers are limited owing to lack of
space. It is expected that this event will be highly popular after a lapse of six years, and an early
notification of a desire to attend should be made to one of the Secretaries.”
FROM THE NEWBURIAN OF SPRING 1965:
“The Annual Dance held at the School on Monday, 28th December, was attended by about 110
dancers. It was mostly a youthful company which kept the dance floor crowded and the event
was much enjoyed by all as well as being a financial success. A profit of ten pounds was doubled
by the efforts of Frank Shergold who organised a members’ raffle.”
FROM THE OLD NEWBURIAN OF JUNE 1995:
“The Ball was held at Downe House for the second year running. The event was a complete sellout a month before with 257 tickets sold. Dancing was to “In The Red” and the “Tony Christian
Disco”. The food was excellent and the evening was a great success both socially and
financially.”
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ANNUAL LUNCHEON
Sunday 23rd November 2014
The 101st Annual Luncheon took place at the school. Members and guests enjoyed a wonderful
3-course meal provided by the school’s catering team with excellent service supervised by Scott
Crampton, and the licensed bar kept the conversation flowing. The customary speeches given by
the President (Janet Calloway), The Chair of Governors (Ian Peddie), The Headteacher’s
representative (Deputy Head Jeremy Sharpe), the Head Girl and Head Boy – Camilla Dickson
and Tom Fisher - provided the entertainment and the excuse to re-fill glasses for various toasts.
Amongst the attendees were 10 ex-Presidents and a number of ex-Staff, including the Patterson
House Master from Amalgamation year, John King. A rousing rendition of the School Song, led
by evergreen Old Boys, Allan Mercado, John Gale, Chet Hobbs, Reg Piper and Brian Wheeler,
concluded the formalities.
This event is open to all members and guests of the ONA and is a chance for ex-students and
staff to come back to the school and reminisce with old friends and new over an informal lunch
and a glass or two.

Andy Calloway, Caroline Peddie, Ian Peddie (Chairman of Governors), Janet
Calloway (President), Jeremy Sharpe (Deputy Head); Amy Sharpe, Tom Fisher
(Head Boy), Camilla Dickson (Head Girl)
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ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER
The Annual General Meeting precedes the Dinner
at
ST BARTHOLOMEW’S SCHOOL
on
SUN. 22nd NOVEMBER 2015
at 11.30am
This Meeting will be followed by a 3-course Dinner
at
12.30 for 1.00pm
Price £25
Tickets are available from the President; Janet Calloway, 6 Kiln
Terrace, Chapel Lane, Curridge, Thatcham, Berks RG18 9DY: Tel.
No. 01635 - 200399 (Form enclosed) or any member of the
committee. Please book and pay for tickets by 12th November at
the latest.

SPRING BALL
16th April 2016
at
The School
Details will be posted on the website www.oldnewburians.co.uk
and on Facebook/Old Newburians’ Association
Please register your interest with the President; Janet Calloway by email
president@oldnewburians.co.uk
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Fiona Finlay
(Weir), Jane
Maher (Bradford),
Tina Stephens
(Wooldridge), Deb
Haynes, Andy
Calloway, Kevin
Haynes.

There is a local garage in Queens
Road, Newbury, Rayner Bosch
Car Service. Its owned by 2 St
Barts ex pupils, brothers Kevin
Haynes ( Patterson 1972 -1978)
and Robert Haynes (Patterson
1976- 1982). Both have been in
the car repair business since they
left school and this year moved to
their new updated premises in
Queens Road from Sterling
Industrial Estate.
They have a wealth of experience
in both diesel and petrol vehicles,
Kevin being in the business near
the beginning 36 years ago and
Rob joining 4 years later.
‘Actually it was earlier than that
for Rob as he was going on
specialist diesel courses when he
was 15, before he left school’
recalls Kevin.
‘We have seen the technological
development of the motor
vehicles,
cars
and
light
commercials over the last few
decades and being part of the
Bosch service network for the last
32 years has given us access and
training of the latest evolving
technologies. You never stop
learning. So in that respect, we
have never left school’ added Rob.
Robert’s 2 children Jordy and
Phoebe are following the family
tradition and are currently
working their way through St
Barts.

Ad - Rayner
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70 YEARS ON: “We Will Remember Them”
A special edition of the school magazine, THE NEWBURIAN MEMORIAL ISSUE, was
published in May 1946 to acknowledge the contribution made by Old Boys of the school
during the 1939-45 conflict.
As well as the Roll Of Honour listing the 53 who died in service and who the school still
remembers by name each year [1], the magazine also included the names of the 594 “Old
Newburians known to have served in the Forces at any time during the period September
1939 to August 1945.” [2]
[1] Obituaries of all who perished appeared in the wartime issues of The Newburian
[2] A further four names were added in the July, 1946 edition of The Newburian

At the end of the magazine, under the heading “MASTERS IN THE FORCES”, is a list of
the then, current members of staff who served and also those who were Masters at the
School in the War Years and immediately before the outbreak of war. Details of some of
their Wartime duties were given in the magazine and are faithfully re-produced below:
“Naturally the War brought about many changes in the Staff.
Mr. Maggs and Mr. Sewter, both in the Berkshire Territorials, were already in camp when
War broke out, and Mr. Saint, who was a qualified Pilot in the R.A.F.V.R., immediately
joined up. Mr. Maggs later was commissioned in the Pioneer Corps; Mr. Sewter served
as a Quartermaster in the Royal Berkshires.
Mr. Saint, after serving as an instructor for a long period eventually took over a specialized
post in high-flying photography, which took him from London to Moscow and Southern
Europe, and for which he was twice mentioned in despatches and awarded the A.F.C.
Mr. Thomas, Mr. Herbert, Mr. Turner and Mr. Abell joined the Air Raid Wardens Services
in Newbury in 1938, and were already qualified on the outbreak of War. Mr. Turner later
became the Assistant Gas Investigation Officer for the Borough; Mr. Herbert and Mr. Abell
were Senior Wardens attached to Post 2 (we now understand that they now know all there
is to be known about the School Pavilion after spending one night a week there for the
War period), and Mr. Thomas was a warden at Post 3. Mr. Mitchell took on the
organisation of the A.R.P. Report Centre.
Mr. Hards was commissioned in the Chieveley Home Guard.
Mr. Beynon was on the Special Reserve of Officers: he was called up in June, 1940, and
was appointed a Captain in the Pioneer Corps.
Mr. Seaborne left at the end of 1940 to join the Royal Artillery, in which he was later
commissioned.
Mr. Ismay, at the end of the Summer Term, 1941, joined the Royal Armoured Corps, and
after serving in North Africa and Italy, he was transferred to the Intelligence Corps, and
during the interrogation of a spy in North Europe he was shot at and wounded. In June,
1942.
Mr. Sutton joined the Royal Air Force and after training he was commissioned as an
Observer.
In the Preparatory School, Mr. Pearse left to join the Royal Air Force in January, 1941,
and Mr. Childs left in December, 1942, to take up special work in the photographic branch
of the R.A.F., in which he was later commissioned.
W.T. (“Bill”) Slatter, the cricket coach, in January, 1941, joined the Royal Navy, in which
he served as a Petty-Officer.
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And of former masters, it is our sad duty to record the deaths in action of Major B.D.
Butler, M.C., who was killed in Normandy six days after D-day, and of Lt. D.R.V. Flory,
Royal Navy, who perished in the attach on Walcheren.”

JOSEPH HENRY HENSHALL
Of course, every one of the 598 Old Newburians known to have served has a story we
should remember, in particular, the 53 who died. The individual obituaries recorded in the
war issues of the school magazine make sombre reading and it is clear that the dangers
of war were not simply confined to front line conflict. For instance, the first reported death
of a serving Old Boy in September 1939, was that of Aircraftsman John Howard Stevens
(1926-32) who was killed during the black-out in a motor-cycling accident. And then there
was Flying Officer Leonard Thomas Kinchin (1918-23), who was tragically shot by a sentry
after the driver of the car in which he was travelling, had failed to stop when challenged
at a barrier.
Against every listed name is the branch of the Forces under which each was serving. As
well as the familiar and expected entries, are some for the less obvious Nigerian Police,
the Canadian Royal Air Force and the French Artillery, amongst others. Of the fallen, all
were serving with the RAF, the Navy, or various Army Corps and Regiments except one,
J.H Henshall, listed as Research Scientist. For the sole reason of uniqueness, his obituary,
as reported in the July, 1945 issue of The Newburian, is reproduced here:
“HENSHALL – On May 10th, at Deer Park, Australia, Joseph Henry Henshall (1921-26),
M.Sc., aged 34 years.
It was with the shock of surprise that we heard of the death of J.H. Henshall. It is nearly
twenty years since he left the School and we have had little news of him in recent years,
but our memory of him is very clear – of a very bright and keenly interested boy who gave
of his best and who was always ready to give a helping hand in whatever tasks might
arise. His cheerful bearing was an inspiration in those difficult days after the last War.
He left the School in 1926 and started work in the Laboratory of the Mond Nickel Works
at Swansea. He became keenly interested in Chemistry and, having Matriculated, he won
the Wantage Scholarship at Reading University, where he spent five years, taking his
Honours B.Sc. in 1934 and his M.Sc. in 1936. He then joined the Laboratory of the firm of
McLean and they sent him out to Australia and later to New Zealand to start plants in these
countries. When War broke out he joined up in Australia and was posted to a cordite factory
of which he later became Manager. Last Easter he was transferred as Manager to another
firm, a subsidiary of the I.C.I., and on May 1st he met with an accident in which he was
seriously injured by molton phosphorous. He died on May 10th.
So passed a fine character, who gave his life in the cause of freedom, and whose work
behind the lines did so much for the Allied cause. He married, in August, 1941, Miss
Margaret Gudgeon, of Australia, and to her, his two small boys, and his parents we offer
our deepest sympathy.”
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News of Old Newburians
Deryck Scarr (1951-1958)
I left for the University of Exeter in 1958, graduated BA there in ’61, took up a research scholarship
in Pacific History at the Institute of Advanced Studies at the Australian National University in
Canberra that year to work on the history and politics of islands in the Western Pacific, graduated
Ph D at ANU in ’65, was appointed to the academic staff and have spent the rest of my life revelling
in and publishing on specks of tropical land across the Pacific and Indian Oceans.
Tony (Bunny) Warren (1938-1946)
I joined my brothers, Peter (1933-1940) and Roy (1935-1939), in Patterson's House at St
Bartholomew's in September 1938, but World War II brought abrupt changes in our lives. The
family business lost employees to the Armed Forces and the War Office requisitioned much of the
property, other than the machine workshop. Roy was withdrawn from the School, initially to help
maintain the local agricultural machinery, but the business was soon producing parts for war
weapons. At age 15+, Roy became a very proficient machinist, working to precise measurements.
Meanwhile, many a night was spent patrolling the Berkshire Downs with the Home Guard.
Called-up into the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, Roy was posted, in due course, to
Egypt and then to Palestine, where he remained until his demobilisation in 1947. Returning to
Lambourn, Roy began improving the workshops and expanding the business. A keen gardener, he
gained particular pleasure in the cultivation of his vegetables. In 1952, he married Joy Hamblin
(1941-1946); they were to have two sons and two grandchildren. In his Sixties, Roy's health began
to deteriorate to the extent that he eventually lost all use of his limbs. Throughout these distressing
years, Roy was nursed at home by Joy and her sister, Jill (1942-1948), with total devotion; Roy
died in 2004 and Joy in 2013.
Peter planned to be a Schoolmaster, but before he could sit his Higher School Certificate exam
he, too, was withdrawn from the School. He was determined to sit the London University
Matriculation examination; he passed and Mr Rutherford Harley sent him a fulsome letter of
congratulation. Meanwhile, he found an appointment with the Westminster Bank in Newbury.
Peter volunteered for war service with the RAF and was trained in radio communication. He
remembered, vividly, the time, much of it in isolated outposts, that he spent on the Faroe Islands.
On demobilisation, Peter returned to the Bank, where he met Betty Brook (1935-1940); they
married in 1952. Passing his professional exams, Peter rose through the ranks; he served in
Southern Control and in a number of managerial positions, culminating in his appointment as Area
Director, with headquarters in Bath. On retiring in 1982, he was able to devote more time to leisure
pursuits. He was a more than competent artist (exhibition sales supported a number of charities) as
well as being an ardent trout and salmon fisherman. Although suffering from diabetes for many
years, Peter led an active life until his health deteriorated rapidly in the Spring of 2014. He died,
aged 92, in November of that year.
I reported to Brock Barracks, Reading, on January 2, 1947. The Army decided that I should be
posted to the Royal Army Education Corps, on the grounds, it seemed, that I had a Higher School
Certificate! But, first, there was infantry and battle-school training with the South Staffs Regiment.
Thence to the School of Army Education, then at Alton Towers and before the house was largely
burnt down. We had the run of the house and the extensive, much overgrown, gardens; I also recall,
in particular, the ornate Chapel. On passing out, I was despatched to the British Advisory Staff,
Polish Resettlement Corps, at HQ Western Command in Chester. My role was to organise and to
carry out examinations in the English Language for Polish servicemen. The Russian/Berlin Air Lift
fracas delayed demobilisation as, too, were career plans. But, in 1950, I went up to Keble College,
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Oxford, to read Geography. At School, The Mikado revealed that I had a reasonable voice and the
Army that I had the stamina for cross-country running. So, I sang in the Chapel Choir and was
President of the College Athletic Club in what was, I think, the only year that the College has ever
won the Athletic 'Cuppers'. In 1954, I joined the Staff of Bristol Grammar School and undertook a
succession of roles - Head of Department, thirteen rewarding years as a Housemaster, then Head
of Sixth Form, culminating in appointment to Second Master in 1980. On the panel moderating the
Geography O and A Level Cambridge Board papers, I renewed my acquaintance with Raymond
Jessop who had been my Geography master at Newbury. I retired in 1988 and in the following
year was appointed a Governor of the School. Now approaching 88, I do begin to feel my age, but
I count myself very fortunate in that I have had a fulfilling career and am still very much in touch
with past students; I was honoured to be appointed the President of the Old Bristolians' Society for
the year 1996/97. In retirement, I have been able to travel extensively in Europe, including the
Arctic, in Southern Africa and in Central America, mostly in relation to my interest in ornithology,
to paint in watercolour and pastel and to enjoy classical music concerts and the theatre.
Peter Sonksen (1948-1955)
Professor Peter Sonksen’s research into the abuse of Human Growth Hormones (HGH) in sport
has been recognised with the award of an OBE. The research carried out by an international group
of scientists and led by Professor Sonksen resulted in the development of a new test to detect abuse
of HGH in athletes. Originally leading the GH-2000 research group they developed a test to detect
growth hormone and delivered it to the International Olympic Committee (IOC) in January 1999
in time for implementation at the 2000 Sydney Olympics. Delays by the IOC and the need for
further refinement and validation by the GH-2004 research team (led by Professor Richard Holt at
the University of Southampton) meant that the research had its first successful application at the
London 2012 Games, detecting two Paralympic power-lifters using HGH.
Jack Williams (1940-1945)
Congratulations to Jack Williams who was awarded the British Empire Medal for services to the
community in Hungerford in the recent New Year’s Honours List
Jack has always been a fantastic supporter of the ONA and was President in 1983. Jack was a town
councillor for 45 years, Mayor for five years, trustee of Town and Manor for 30 years, and a
governor of John O’Gaunt School for 20 years, 15 of them as chairman.
His voluntary worked extended to Methodist Church deacon and stalwart, president of Hungerford
branch of the Royal British Legion since 2004, founder of Hungerford Twinning Association, and
in the past represented Hungerford Town Football Club and was President of Hungerford Cricket
Club.
Simon Stevens (1977-1984)
Attended 6th Form at St. Bartholomew’s School before studying at Balliol College, Oxford. He
joined the NHS and eventually became health policy adviser to Tony Blair (Prime Minister) in
2001. After working in healthcare in the USA he took up the post of Chief Executive of the NHS
in 2014.
Alistair Hutchinson (1970-77) writes on the ONA Facebook page: “Just about to take early
retirement from a career in science and project management. Still meet up with Ian Chapman, Dave
Sangwine and Simon Hauxwell about every 2 years for a mini reunion in a pub in London.”
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In response to a post on the ONA Facebook page listing the new entrants from 1968, Andy
Shepherd (1961-68) writes: “I was in the 3rd Year 6th at the time, to retake A-levels! I recognise
quite a few these names, as I was back from 1971-76 on the staff and taught many of them!”
Responding to the same post (above), John Brazendale writes: “I remember teaching so many of
these in my first year at St. Bart’s, 1970. I remember B.H. Pike’s Art Historical essays so well! He
always finished with a flourish, eg. Picasso had the most enormous pair of .... sorry Sir! Couldn’t
finish, time out.”
Nigel Cooper (1967-1974) writes on the ONA Facebook page: “I live in Charleston, South Carolina.
Somewhat retired, making wine in Argentina. Still in touch with Paul Fox, Pete Harding, Ian Mills,
Paul Eden, Simon Davies and others.”
Tim Morgan (1970) writes on the ONA Facebook page: “I went to St. Bart’s in 1970 for a year
prior to emigrating to Australia. Made some good friends, including Nicky Cornish and Noddy
Lloyd. Wasn’t that keen on Saturday morning school though.”
Jodie MacAndrew (nee Antysz), (1999-2006) is organising a reunion for her Year group on
April 30th 2016. Details will be posted on the website www.oldnewburians.co.uk and on
Facebook/Old Newburians’ Association or email Jodie at jantysz@hotmail.co.uk

News has been received of the deaths of the following Old Newburians.
We extend our deepest sympathy to their families.

D.R. Alderton

A.V. Hutchings

J. Ballantyne

R.J. Hutchings

H.C. Bradford

G.W. Lloyd

G.A.H. Chapman

G.W. Miller

V. Cloke

J.W. Shipp

R. Cox

D.G. Swait

B.J. Gower

K.J. Vince

D.M. Humm

G.C. Weaving
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ONA CONSTITUTION 2015 (Proposed)
1.

The Association shall be called “The Old Newburians Association” hereinafter denoted
by “The Association” or “ONA” and the colours shall be green, red, purple and white.

2.

All former pupils and former staff of St. Bartholomews’ School and its precursors may
become members of the Association subject to the absolute right of the Committee to
refuse, or withdraw, such membership.

3.

Associate membership of the Association will be free. Full membership of the
Association will be available on payment of a once only subscription which will be
agreed at the AGM and this will entitle the member to receive annual newsletters by
post, otherwise the publication should be available on the ONA website.

4.

The objectives of the Association shall be:
i)
to keep Old Newburians in touch with the School and with each other
ii)
to promote gatherings of Old Newburians for pleasure and for sport
iii)
to further the interests of the School in general.

5.

The Officers of the Association shall be:
President
Vice President
Honorary Secretary
Honorary Treasurer
Honorary Membership Secretary
The three Trustees of the Association
The three permanent Trustees of the ONA Benevolent Fund
Games Secretaries

The Officers, together with the Head Teacher, the Head Boy and the Head Girl and up to
twelve other Full Members shall comprise the Committee. Eight Members of the Committee
shall form a quorum, and should include at least one Officer. The Committee shall have the
power to co-opt and form such sub-committees as may be desirable for any purpose within its
objectives.
6.

Resolutions shall be carried by simple majority of the Committee members present. The
President will have the casting vote if necessary.

7.

The President shall hold office for a minimum of one year and a maximum of three
years consecutively The Vice President shall hold office for a minimum of one year and
up to three years. In the event of a resignation a new Vice President will be sought. The
Vice President shall succeed the President at the end of their term of office or
resignation. The retiring President shall remain an ex-officio member of the Committee
for the following year.

8.

The Officers and Members of the Committee shall be appointed at the Annual General
Meeting. If between meetings a vacancy occurs on the Committee then the Committee
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may nominate a Full Member of the Association to fill the vacancy until the Annual
General Meeting.
9.

The following persons may be Honorary Members of the Association:
i)
All current members of the School staff
ii)
Such of the former members of the School staff as the Committee at it’s
absolute discretion may decide
iii)
The Chair and such other members of the Governing Body as the
Committee at it’s absolute discretion may decide.

10. The Association’s Annual Dinner shall normally be held on the occasion of the Annual
Meeting which will be chaired by the President. It will normally be held in November
and all Full Members will be given twenty eight days notice of the date.
11. An Extraordinary General Meeting shall be called within twenty eight days of a
requisition signed by twenty five Full Members being received by the Honorary
Secretary or requested by a quorum of the Committee.
12. The subscription will be held in the Capital Fund which shall be vested in three
Trustees. These three Trustees shall be appointed at the Annual Meeting on the
recommendation of the Committee. In the event of the death of one Trustee or becoming
incapable of acting as a Trustee, the remaining two Trustees shall act until such time as
another Trustee is appointed. Each Trustee should attend at least one Committee
meeting per calendar year.
13. No part of the Capital Fund shall be withdrawn except with the consent of the Annual
General Meeting, or Extraordinary General Meeting, and at least twenty eight days
notice of such withdrawal and its reason shall be sent to Full Members.
14. At least twenty eight days notice shall be given to Full Members of any proposal to
change these rules at either an Annual General Meeting or an Extraordinary General
Meeting. Such a proposal must be carried by at least two thirds of those Full Members
present and voting.
15. In the event of the dissolution of the ONA, the assets shall be conveyed to the Capital
Fund for use by the Trustees at their absolute discretion.
NOTE
1. The Benevolent Fund is governed by a Trust Deed, which requires the three Permanent
Trustees to be appointed by the Committee of the Association
2. The normal running costs of the Association are met from the interest arising from the
Capital Fund together with the proceeds of various activities and donations.

The current ONA Constitution can be viewed
www.oldnewburians.co.uk/constitution.html.

on the ONA website at

At the Annual Meeting on Sun 22nd November 2015 at 11.30am there will be a
vote to adopt this new constitution. No amendments will be allowed and the
proposal to adopt the new constitution will only be carried if there is at least a two
thirds majority of those ONA members present.
29

Rotary Club Boules Competition
Sun 28th June 2015
In June the ONA entered a team in the Newbury Rotary Annual Charity Boules Competition.
The team comprised of Richard Sellwood, Patricia Ray, Mark Donoghue and Julian Dickins.
None of the team had any experience of the game and we were instructed in the rules of the game
by members of the Wallingford Boules Club.
In the initial rounds we were the only team in our half of the draw to win all our games – thus
ensuring a place in the semi final! This unexpected success meant that we were still in the
competition much later in the day than we had anticipated. Unfortunately Julian had to leave just
before the semi final but he was replaced by Avril Cole, who in reality, was just looking for a cup
of coffee.
However, a change of piste put us all off our winning stroke and we lost the match – although it
was very close and needed the final ball to be measured to be sure!
Everyone enjoyed the event and we are looking forward to next year’s “Boules in the Square”
PS Any volunteer players will be welcomed - no experience necessary!

Richard Sellwood, Patricia Ray, Mark Donohue and Avril Cole
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Sports Events
Rugby
Sat 10th Jan 2015
O.N.A. 24 School 1st XV 22
The annual fixture between the O.N.A. and the School 1st XV took place on Saturday January 10th
at 1,00pm on the Fifth Road pitch. Following heavy overnight rain and strong winds conditions
were remarkably good and as the winds eased the game was not seriously affected by the adverse
weather conditions.
The School started strongly and with a noticeable breeze behind them were soon in the ascendancy.
From a cross field kick Olly Cooper followed up and some rather lethargic defending saw him win
the race for the touchdown and then converting his own score. Further pressure from the School
resulted in a penalty and again Cooper duly obliged. At 0-10 down the game was in danger of
running away from the O.N.A. so it was with some relief that after a period of sustained pressure
with the heavier O.N.A. pack prominent, Ben Tarquini scored after a slick handling move put him
in sufficient space for a try to result, with the resulting conversion narrowly missing. The O.N.A.
forwards were now exerting more pressure and after a series of pick and drives Alex Weekes crashed
over to level the scores with the conversion again unsuccessful.
At 10-10 the game was evenly poised but the School seized upon some loose play in defence and
firstly Olly Cooper crossed for his second converted try and then Sam Eva scored from close range
for the score line to read 10-22 at half time.
With a significant breeze at their backs for the second half it was imperative that the O.N.A. were
back on terms quickly and so it transpired as first Cole Bates side-stepped his way under the posts
with Angus Clements adding the points, and when Clements gathered a loose ball close to the line
to score and was able to add a tricky conversion, the O.N.A. stood two points clear with much of
the second half still to play.
The remainder of the match was a hard fought affair with neither side really gaining the ascendancy
or seriously threatening a further score. Credit must go to the School side for the manner in which
they fronted up so manfully against a bigger O.N.A. side who showed their experience and know
how to close out the match with the narrowest of victories. Another great occasion in O.N.A. v
School rugby history much enjoyed by a large and vociferous crowd.
M.C.H

Team: Alex Weekes, Tom
Herrington, Aaron Povey, Joe
Eva, Ed Porter, Alex Harris,
Will Herrington [capt] Lewis
Rodgers, Angus Clements,
Cole Bates, Tristan Telford,
Ben Elliot, Jack King, Ben
Tarquini, Rio Landeg,
Macauley Gill, Jack Norris,
Duncan Barr, Cameron Barr,
Tom Calvert,
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Lacrosse
Sat 21st March 2015
ONA 1st Team 11 - School 1st Team 4
In the opening of the 1st team lacrosse match, the ONA were dominating. Naomi Reay took the
opening goal, despite a previously excellent save for the school’s GK. Although the ONA side
was made up of many different year groups, they demonstrated maturity in their play, with a
patient attack who waited for the opportune moments to take their shots. Their patience and
team-work paid off with a half time score of 5-2 to the ONA. In the second half, the ONA
defence were solid, not allowing the school to challenge their current lead. When the school did
have chances at goal, some fantastic saves from GK, Stacey Clough, meant that they were unable
to take the lead. Great midfield play meant that ONA’s
attack were able to extend their lead, working well
throughout midfield to secure some excellent goals,
giving ONA’s supporters something to cheer about. It
was a well fought match with a great atmosphere both on
and off the pitch. The final score was an ONA victory,
11-4. The ONA would like to thank Kelly Thorne for
umpiring and congratulate Yvette Pinder who was
awarded the player of the match shield.

Team: Jennifer Nuttall, Sophie Rackham, Zara Preston, Naomi Reay, Emma Tindall, Amy
Hodgson, Stacey Clough, Simone Lee, Phoebe Dace, Megan Prudden, Rachael Nellar, Lily
Holland, Josie Moxham, Nancy Morgan
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ONA 2nd Team 4 - School 2nd Team 8
The school were quick to begin, with school’s number 8, Saskia Spencer, securing the opening
goal to take the school into the lead. The school revelled in the ONA’s poor communication,
passing the ball confidently down pitch and running with quick pace, to secure a 2 goal lead.
However, the ONA’s speed was not to be underestimated. Midfield were quick to respond to the
demands of the school, fluently moving the ball downfield into the hands of Ann-Marie Dunbar,
whose powerful shot was unstoppable for the school’s GK. The ONA were beginning to communicate better, working well together to allow Ann-Marie to score for a second time within a matter of minutes. However, it was not enough to take the lead and the school responded to take their
half time lead at 5-3. The second half was a tougher battle for the ONA and despite some excellent saves from GK, Emma Wright, the school demonstrated their flair, scoring 3 fantastically
timed goals. The commitment from the ONA defence was
faultless- the GK, Emma was running down pitch and Beth
Graham secured some well-timed tackles to help ONA regain possession. However, the final score in this very
friendly and relaxed game, was 8-4 to the school. A special
mention to Hannah Jones for umpiring, with the help of her
ONA chum, Milly Calloway. Congratulations, too to Jenny
Alscomb who was awarded the ONA, player of the match
trophy for her fantastically resilient performance as GK.

Team: Emma Wright, Beth Graham, Holly Kite, Hannah Benson, Else Dickens, Amy Scarrett,
Sophie Harris, Rachel Humphreys, Lizzie McDowell, Heather Lewis, Natasha Hole, Amber
Chubb.
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Netball
Sat 21st March 2015
ONA 1st Team 22 - School 1st Team 10
The 1st team netball match was competitively fought. The school demonstrated their familiarity
with their teammates, working together brilliantly with some well-timed and accurate passes to
secure the opening goal. Realising their failings regarding communication, the ONA began to
awaken. With some excellent catches from Hannah Benson who controlled the ball through the
centre court, ONA were able to feed the ball to their attacking D, to give Emma Seymour an
opportunity to score an equaliser. The first quarter continued to be openly matched with a quarter
time score of 5-2 to ONA. Benefiting from a strong turnout of players, the ONA were able to
rotate players and positions to extend their established lead in the second quarter. They were
quick to begin with a superb shot from Zara Preston to open the second quarter. With Naomi
Reay, now at C, providing some accurate passes into the shooting circle, the well-teamed duo of
Zara Preston and Emma Seymour looked faultless in their shooting during this quarter, taking the
half time score to 13-4 to the ONA. Despite some fantastic defence from the school’s GD, Lottie
Woodley, who managed to secure some possession for the school, the ONA’s timely
interceptions from Vicki Shopland and Josie Moxham,
meant that this possession was short-lived. Becky
Nicholls moved well for the school, enabling her to take
some shots at goal to bring the school’s total up by 2.
However, Sharlean’s enthusiasm in defence meant that
any rebounding shots for the school were lost, allowing
the ONA to maintain their lead, resulting in a final
school of 22-10. Many thanks to the umpires, Lindsey
Leach and Kelly Thorne. The ONA ladies selected the
school’s player of the match: Becky Nicholls, GA.

Team: Hannah Benson, Emma
Seymour, Josie Moxham, Zara
Preston, Sharlean Heaver, Naomi
Reay, Sophie Rackham, Rachael
Nellar, Vicki Shopland
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ONA 2nd Team 7 - School 2nd Team 22
The 2nd netball teams seemed to be evenly matched, with a low scoring opening quarter that
resulted in a 4-4 draw. Georgie delivered some fantastic feeds into the goal scoring circle,
allowing shooting duo Olivia Skarin-Smith and Rosie Rimen to secure the two opening goals for
the ONA. However, the school’s centre court play was strong. Accurate passes and timely
interceptions allowed the school to maintain possession clinching the next 3 goals. Some great
defensive play from ONA’s Nancy Morgan, allowed the ONA to fight back with a quarter-time
draw. The second quarter began quickly with both sides securing two goals to continue to draw.
Yet, despite some fantastic team-work from GD and GK, Vicki Shopland and Nancy Morgan, the
ONA were unable to supress the attacking surge from the school, resulting in a half time score of
11-6 to the school. Owing to the high number of
players, the ONA side had a mix-up of bibs at half
time, with Georgie William-Moss taking one for the
team, agreeing to play GK. Despite what Clare
Harrison analysed to be “an aggressive start to the
second half” and some determined interceptions from
Nancy Morgan in centre court, the final result was a
well-deserved victory for the school, 22-7. The
recipient of the ONA player of the match shield was
Izzy Sanderson.
Team: Stacey Clough, Natasha Hole, Linda Rudd, Vicki Shopland, Beth Graham, Amy Hodgson,
Olivia Skarin-Smith, Nancy Morgan, Georgie Williams-Moss, Rosie Rimen.
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Football
Sat 21st March 2015
ONA 2 - School 1
The annual football match against the School took place on Saturday March 21st with a 12 noon
kick off on the School Astro pitch. Sadly for the second year running the ONA were only able to
field one team and I hope to encourage more would -be footballers to search out their boots and
join us for next year's encounter. As it was only nine players took to the field and with the School
kindly lending us a player we were able to be competetive given that those nine were all
recognisable as excellent players.
The game itself was an even affair with both sides struggling somewhat to find a telling final
pass on the fast Astro surface. Midway through the first half Chris Mcgann seized onto a through
pass to finish clinically and it wasn't until early in the second half that Dan Cox equalised
following a period of play when the School dominated possession. However as the game moved
towards its conclusion the ONA found their second wind and it was another deadly finish from
Chris Mcgann which sealed victory in a game played in an excellent spirit.
ONA; James Breach [capt] John Bowness, Fred Lee, Jack Whitehill, Elliott Paul, Connor
Ackerman, Tom Flack, Chris Mcgann, Dexter Roy
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Cricket
Tues 9th June 2015
ONA won by 51 runs
Once again we were fortunate enough to choose a lovely evening in the beautiful setting of
Falkland C.C. for the annual cricket fixture between the ONA and the School on Tuesday June
9th.
Following a comprehensive defeat the previous year the ONA were keen to make a more
convincing showing and so it proved as batting first they amassed a formidable 203 for 2 thanks
mainly to major contributions from Ben Myers [80 n.o ] and Josh Winfield [77] whilst captain
Will Herrington chipped in with a more than useful 34.
In reply James Bloodworth and James Bird both reached admirable half centuries before both
retired to leave the School valiantly chasing the large total only to fall short by 51 runs.
ONA: Will Herrington [capt] Josh Winfield, Ben Myers, Steve Hanney, Jack Davis, Will
Barnes, Ali Uwins, Luke Gregory, Chris Johnson, Alan Davis, Ryan Coventry.
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One Hundred Club Winners 2014
Date

1st Prize

2nd Prize

January

G. Tonge

J. Ebbutt

February

M. Greenwell

S. Griggs

March

I. Cutts

H. Chandler

April

A. Pennock-Purvis

M. Hernes

May

P. Fisher

D. Liddiard

June

D. Brown

C. Blackwell-Gibbs

July

P. Fraser

B. Little

August

T. Hadden

P. Ray

September

P. Simmons

J. Calloway

October

M. Hernes

W. Marsh

November

W. Marsh

D. Mellor

December

I. Cutts

M. Green

1st Prize was £20, 2nd Prize £10 from a total of 55 entries. This year (2015) there were only 45
entries so well short of the 100 entries we sought. Please enter next year’s “100 Club” using
the entry form included with this magazine. Your continued support helps enormously in
enabling the production of the magazine.
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AD - James Cowper
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