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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS DURING 2007/2008
2007
Annual Meeting and Luncheon

Sun. 18th. November 2007; 11.30am
Conservative Club, Cheap St. Newbury,
Contact: The President, Derek Brown

Rugby v School

Sat. 15th Dec 2007; 2.30pm
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Lacrosse v School

Sat. 15th Dec 2007; 10.30am
Contact: Janet Calloway, Tel. 01635-200399

2008
Football v School

Sat. 29th March 2008; 2.30pm
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Netball v School

Sat. 29th March 2008; 10.30am
Contact: Janet Calloway, Tel.01635-200399

Cricket v School

Sun. 22nd June 2008; 2.00pm
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Cricket v The Staff

Tues. 1st July 2008; 6.00pm
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Golf v School

Fri. 11th July 2008; 4.00pm
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Rugby v School

Sat. 13th Dec. 2008; 2.30pm
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Lacrosse v School

Sat. 13th Dec. 2008; 10.30am
Contact: Janet Calloway, Tel.01635-200399

Annual Meeting and Luncheon

Sun. 16th. November 2008; 11.30am
Conservative Club, Cheap St. Newbury,

Contact details and email addresses are given inside the back cover. Alternative
contacts for these events are either the Secretary, Jon Herne or Richard
Sellwood.
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FROM THE HEADTEACHER

Dear Old Newburian
During the last academic year a process has begun which will be of great historical
significance for the school and the ONA. In November 2006, the West Berkshire
Council decided that St Bart’s should be the secondary school which would receive a
government grant to fund the rebuilding of the school. The building programme is
now known as ‘The Ad Lucem Project’ and the new buildings have to be ready for
occupancy in September 2009.
Our success in winning the grant was a momentous occasion. It created the opportunity for a multi-million pound building programme. Such a large programme is
complex and difficult to manage but the real challenge will be to retain our heritage
and traditions in a school built for the future.
Work started in December 2006 and since then it has been a major commitment for the
Governors and myself as the Headteacher. Following a feasibility study, Governors
concluded that the new buildings would be on the Luker site. I have enclosed a draft
plan for your information. The chosen site means that school life can continue largely
uninterrupted while the building work is in progress.
Former boys and girls of the school will be challenged by the proposal to allow the
development of the Wormestall and Luker buildings for residential use. The Charitable Foundation will use the money raised from the sale of these buildings to enhance
government funding. This will help to ensure we build a school of which we can be
proud and of which future generations of students will continue to receive the first
class education Newbury and the wider community has come to expect. Already ONA
members are thinking about reunions and celebrations to mark these historic developments. If all goes well, teaching will stop in the Luker and Wormestall main buildings
in July of 2009. I encourage you to talk to your committee about your wishes and aspirations.
We are anxious to reflect our shared heritage in the new buildings. If you have ideas
please contact me (email srobinson@stbarts.co.uk). There may be grand projects that
ONA members would like to fund.
You can visit www.westberks.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=9746 to receive updated
information on the Ad Lucem Project.
In the meantime, school life continues. 2007 saw our best ever examination results at
GCSE with excellent results at KS3 and A level. The academic year was one of
progress and development. An Ofsted inspection in May praised the school and in 5
our of 7 judgments concluded that the school was ‘outstanding’.
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In July 2007 the school Polo Team won the Universities and Schools Cup, in competition with many of our top independent schools. The success prompted a full page
article in The Times praising the school for opportunities for our students.
I am confident that the traditions of excellence, personal achievement and commitment
to young people will continue into the future. Your thoughts, and perhaps help, as to
how to reflect the heritage of the Newbury Boys Grammar School and the Newbury
Girls School in the new buildings will be much appreciated in the coming months.
Best Wishes
Yours sincerely
S J Robinson
Headteacher

St Bartholomew’s School
Ad Lucem Project
Draft Plan

Professor Keith W. Allen
It is with much regret that, as we go to press, I have to report the death of Keith Allen,
a former President of the Association who had put in many years of service with the
Association. Our condolences go to Rita, his wife and to his family. A full obituary
will appear in the next addition of the magazine.
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The President’s Ramblings
Dear Fellow Old Newburians
You may remember from my article in last year’s Magazine, a plea for funds to
replace our twenty year old O.N.A. rugby shirts. Well, lots of you really turned up
‘trumps’.
We received donations from ‘Old Boys’ across the country and from overseas. Many
cheques were accompanied by nostalgic and encouraging letters to Chet Hobbs. Some
described the times they played for the O.N.A., remembering particular characters who
always seemed to turn out for the team. It was wonderful to hear from so many of you
and gratifying to know there is still a strong following for the O.N.A. We are really
grateful for your generosity.
I would especially like to thank two of my old rugby playing colleagues, G. A. H.
Chapman and E. D. J. Thomas, who donated sufficient funds between them to
purchase the full set of shirts.
Overall, your donations amounted to £965, which meant that apart from the rugby
shirts, we have been able to provide the ‘Old Girls’ with new netball skirts and
equipment and still have a small fund in hand. Even the old rugby shirts have been
given a new, ‘more gentle’, lease of life. They have been given to the ‘Old Girls’
lacrosse team!!

Presentation of Rugby Shirts
Left to right are Derek Brown (President), Chet Hobbs (Games Secretary), G.A.H. Chapman
and E.D.J. Thomas.
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Finally, may I mention the AGM and Annual Dinner on 18th November this year? It’s
generally a light-hearted fun event, so dig out some of your old friends and do come
along. It was great last year with the presentation of the shirts by Geoff and Eddy and
so many of my old colleagues attending; I do hope you can all come again this year.
Now another plea.
Historically, one of the main activities of the O.N.A. is to organise the various annual
sports fixtures against the current School teams. Every year our Male and Female
Games Secretaries have the task of raising Old Newburians’ teams to compete against
the School. In the Autumn term we play our Rugby and Lacrosse matches, followed
by Football and Netball in the Easter term and Cricket, Golf and Tennis, during the
Summer term. Finding young members to field one Rugby side, two football and two
cricket sides from an ever changing source is quite a challenge. Chet Hobbs, our
‘Boys’ Games Secretary, has single handedly organised all the Old Boy’s teams who
have competed against the School for the past 25 years, and now, whilst he wishes to
remain involved, Chet does need more help.
We are eagerly looking for just one volunteer per sport, who will act as Captain for
that sport, and will liaise with Chet in raising and organising teams.
If you enjoy any of our sports, Rugby, Football, Cricket, Golf or Tennis, and wish to
help and get involved, please contact Chet or myself.
We’ll be really pleased to hear from you. Thank you in anticipation!!
Derek Brown
(1952-1959)
ONA President

Molly Gale
Sadly we must advise the passing of Molly after a short illness. Molly met Gus (John
Gale) while he was still at school and they were married shortly after he completed his
National Service. She was a great support to him in those early years while he studied
to complete his Surveyors Exams. They moved to ‘Wild Hedges’ and raised three
children who all attended St Bartholomew’s School and this is when Molly started to
get involved with the School. When Gus was appointed the Association’s Membership
Secretary she assisted him by keeping safe the information they had collected ready
for Gus to update the Records. Many generations of Old Boy cricketers will have fond
memories of Molly who together with Joan Hobbs prepared and served the annual
cricket lunches and teas.
Molly will be remembered by all who knew her for being a quiet and lovely wife,
mother and grandmother.
Chet Hobbs
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Derek Smalley 1929 - 2007
Derek Smalley died suddenly at Great Western
Hospital, Swindon, on Sunday July 8, bringing an
unexpected ending to the life of a true gentleman
of West Berkshire.
Born in Welwyn Garden City, he settled in West
Berkshire with his family and attended Newbury
Grammar School in 1940. He soon made friends
and many remained active in their friendship to
the present day.
A countryman to his fingertips, Derek’s career
followed a pattern of farming, which returned
him to this area throughout his life. His attachment to Hungerford began with his courtship of
Pat Caswell, who he married in 1952 at St.
Lawrence’s Church, Hungerford, where his impressive memorial service took place.
His forming career began with Francis Wallis at Boxford, on through Hippenscombe
(Hampshire) to Manor Farm, Froxfield, Chamberhouse Farm, Thatcham, and finally
manager at Wasing.
Derek left behind happy landowners who applauded his skill and devotion as a form
and estate manager.
His service to Newbury Show is legendary and covered a period of 26 years as show
yard director, which was recognised by a presentation in 2000.
Derek gave great service to the Old Newburians Association and became President
in 1976, to be followed by Pat becoming the first lady President in 1988.
In retirement Derek had been the chairman of Hungerford Probus Club. We in
Hungerford were happy to welcome Pat and Derek’s return when they retired in 1990
and they have both played an active part in the life of the town. Derek’s ability to “fix
things” was well known and he created a wonderful garden in Sanden Close. He had
very special skills and took great pleasure in his small vegetable garden, an unexpected talent for a former farmer.
Derek enjoyed his holidays, and the pleasure that he and Pat gained from their travels
is well known, only equalled by his visits to his eldest daughter Susan who lives in
Holland with husband Michel and daughters Alice and Laura.
Derek’s younger daughter, Sarah lives locally, her life very much mirrors that of her
parents as she is involved in many local affairs giving continuity to the Smalley
reputation for public service.
Derek will be greatly missed by his wife and family and by the very many friends
who attended from far and near to give thanks for the life of a splendid country
gentleman.
Jack Williams
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
For the year ended 31st October 2006
INCOME
Interest Receivable
Dinner Surplus
Surplus on sale of ties
Centenary Club Surplus
Mail-out sponsorship
Donations: general
Donations: standing orders
Total Income

530.53
95.25
7.00
360.00
480.00
13.00
609.00
2,094.78

EXPENDITURE
Printing and Stationery
657.55
Postage
355.79
Donations: Other
60.00
Sundries
0.00
Website Costs
64.44
Sporting Fixtures
135.95
Sports Insurance
392.50
Total Expenditure
_1,666.23
(DEFICIT) SURPLUS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE

£428.55

BALANCE SHEET
as at 31st October 2006
Notice Board
Stock of ties
Newbury Building Society
Nationwide Building Society
HSBC
Centenary Club

1.00
216.50
14,176.93
1,576.85
863.63
(132.00)
17,531.91
17,532.91

CAPITAL ACCOUNT
Balance brought forward
Receipts from Life Members

13,996.93
180.00
________
14,176.93

REVENUE ACCOUNT
Balance brought forward
(Deficit)/Excess of income over expenditure

2,927.43
428.55
________
_3,355.98
17,532.91
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James Cowper Ad
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ANNUAL MEETING AND LUNCHEON
The Annual General Meeting precedes the Luncheon
at
THE CONSERVATIVE CLUB
CHEAP ST.
NEWBURY
on
SUN. 18th NOVEMBER 2007
at 11.30am
This Meeting will be followed by a 3-course Luncheon
at
12.30 for 1.00pm
Tickets £22
Tickets are available from the Secretary, Jon Herne at 42
Aintree Close, Newbury, Berks RG14 7TX, or any member
of the committee.
******** AGM and LUNCH ********
******** 16th NOV. 2008 ********
Please make a note of this event in your diary and do try to attend.
9

Dreweatt & Neate
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NEWS OF OLD NEWBURIANS 2006/7
Web Site Guestbook Entries
To contact any of these Old Newburians you will be able to email them by visiting the
guest book on our web site (www.oldnewburians.co.uk).
Air Commodore Stanley Charles Widdows C.B., D.F.C., 1926; Guernsey
Born 1909 in Bradfield. I went to Newbury Grammar School from 1921 to 1926
traveling by train. I entered the RAF in 1926 as an apprentice and gained a cadetship to
RAF Cranwell in 1929; commissioned in 1931. From 1933 to 1937 I was with The RAF
in the Middle East, Sudan and Palestine. I became a Test Pilot at the RAF Experimental
Establishment, Boscombe Down. In 1939 I married Irene Ethel Brook. In 1940 I
became Officer Commanding 29th Night Fighter Squadron, Digby, West Malling, then
1941-42 Group Captain Night Ops; 1943-44 Operation Overlord; 1945-46 Directing
Staff Senior Officers War Course, RNC Greenwich; Eastern Sector Commander;
Imperial Defence College. On retirement from the RAF I returned to Guernsey in 1958
and was the Representative for the RAF Benevolent Fund. I also became the Peoples
Deputy of St. Peter Port and Vice President of Guernsey Scouts. I am now fully retired
aged 98 and my wife 91. We have 2 sons, 2 grand-daughters and 2 great grand-children.
John Rippin 1959; Birmingham
I studied dentistry at the University of Birmingham and actually practised for a few
years (in Glasgow and Edinburgh as well as Birmingham) but did not like it as so
re-trained as a diagnostic histopathologist. I worked then in the Dental Hospital and
School in Birmingham (of course, dealing with pathology specimens from dentists, but
with a special interest in oral cancer). I eventually became Senior Lecturer and Consultant in Oral Pathology. I retired in 2001 and now spend my time reading, looking after
house and garden, playing piano and guitar (and occasionally some singing), cooking
and entertaining friends, and keeping up with my old research interests. I also travel a
bit. Last year I visited Australia with my two sisters, both of whom attended the High
School (Jennifer 1961, Isabel 1964); this year I am visiting India; Isabel has lived in
New Delhi for the last 35 years. I have two sons: David is an academic glaciologist;
Nathan works for a photographic agency in Amsterdam. I would be pleased to hear from
anyone from the school who remembers me.
Don Young 1967; Canada
I spent one rather terrifying year at St. Bart's in form #1 when I was 12 years old before
my family left for Canada. But this dusty old school has stayed with me over the years.
My home room master was the Latin teacher Mr Bowes and my nemesis was the brutal
French teacher, Mr Ismay - who I hope is well and truly buried somewhere beneath the
English soil. My memories of St. Bart's are mixed. Great friendships and a pride of
community coupled with a still simmering anger at the indignities and intimidations
which were inflicted on most of us young boys as part of school life in the mid 60s. I
can still conjugate basic Latin and know how to work a slide rule but I also still
remember the constant butterflies-in-the-stomach and haunting spectre of fear which
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imbued many of those old wooden classrooms. Yes, English boys school education
back then was not exactly a progressive social science was it ??
If anyone comes to this site who was in room 1C at St Bart's during 66/67 ...I'd love to
reconnect.
James Knight 1990; Los Angeles
St Barts holds many fond memories for me. If it was not for this school's ability to
channel my very aggressive temperament at that age of my life, I would not be the man
I am today. I captained the schools athletic and Rugby teams for the 5 years before I left
to study Engineering at Newbury college. Today I live in Los Angeles with my
Australian wife and our son Sebastian.
I was in doubt wether I was still too young to find fellow Newburians' my age until I
saw Shane Morgan's post here in the guestbook. We were class mates in Davis house
and I remember him well. Both my father and I attended the school and the time I spent
in Newbury gave me my English roots I that still hold dear today. It has been a while
since I have been to Newbury and I hope that I will still recognise the school after its
redevelopment. One hopes that the school retains the heritage that time has bestowed
upon it.
Nick Pye 1973; Diss, Norfolk
I am now semi-retired from a career in computer distribution with Midwich, based in
Diss, Norfolk. I've been married for 30 years to Fiona. We have a son, James and two
grandchildren, Stephanie and Liam.
Graham Hamlet 1997; Newbury
For several years has been a sports reporter on the Basingstoke local paper. He has
now been accepted and joined the professional Golf reporting team covering major
tournaments, starting with the Barclays Scottish Open at Loch Lomond and the British
Open at Carnoustie. He will be traveling to Europe to cover all major European tournaments.
Jean Younis 1957; Egypt
In May this year a group met up from the High School (from the middle fifties)
usually we meet up when Jean Younis (Huckle) is over from the middle east. This
year we also had Jane Spicer (Edmonds) who was over from Australia. The following
attended Ann Briers (Dow), Ann Sutton, Di Hibberd, Grace Buxey (Penny), Gill
Rosier (Child), Marion Dennis (Harris), Glenda Price (Thorogood), Mary ?(Hillman),
Mary Keep (Bull) and Jean and Jane.
We have been doing this for many years now and others who have joined us include
Mary Druce (Crump), Kathleen Hall (Grove), Pat Palmer (Holton), Jill? (Sutherland),
Elizabeth Bacon (Seaborne). We have lost Gill Lewington (Brown) and Sue Vince
(Wilder) to breast cancer or complications of it.
We are also in touch with Irene Pennington (Watts), Jennifer Stratford (Davis), Anne
Collins (Lambourne), Judy kolu (Rumble), Ann Dubras (Luff), Pat Weyman
(Stevens), Christine Valentine (Spicer), Wendy Berkeley (Robinson), Christine
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Tompkin (Southern). Ann Dubras, Pat Weyman, Pat Palmer, Judith Ann (Judy) Kolu
(Rumble) and Christine Valentine are all in Canada

Form U IVP, 1953-54
We also have the school photos of 1953 and 1956 and would welcome names to add,
we have quite a lot of them but there are gaps. Quite a few of us met up at the Centenary of the High School and we would like to hear from anyone we know. Email addresses are jmyouni@hotmail.com (Jean) and ann@southcote.net. (Ann Dow). Ann
Sutton writes: ‘Jean is the main hub of all this great " we kept in touch"’

News has been received of the deaths of the following Old Newburians.
We extend our deepest sympathy to their families.

Keith Allen
James Emm
Dermot Ffrench
Bridget ‘Biddie’ Lake
Sephen Lewendon
Peter Perring
Derek Smalley
A.D. ‘Don’ Vockins

Ben Brunow
Graham Franklin
Ruth Gould
Philip S. Layley
Dorothy Morton
Vivian L. Pitchford
Michael Tilbrook

13

Memories Revived
A selection of extracts from The Newburian, The Old Newburian, The School Record and
Newbury Weekly News.
25 years ago
The Newburian, 1982
When only 2 years ago the School purchased its first microcomputer there were those heard to
express astonishment that computers have any place in a school.....
Newbury Weekly News
April 28th 1982
A motion urging the abolition of corporal punishment in Berkshire schools met with a mixed
reception at the County Council sub-committee meeting on Wednesday. In the end it was decided
to defer any decision until local governors, heads and teaching organisations had been given the
chance to comment.
50 years ago
The Newburian, 1957
As a memorial to the late Rev. T. Rutherford Harley, M.B.E., M.A., the O.N.A. Committee have
commissioned a portrait, which is now completed and on view at the Hans Galleries, Piccadilly,
London. The intention is to open a subscription list at an early date - some subscriptions have in
fact already been received - and to have the portrait presented on Dec. 14th, the day of the Old
Boys rugger match.
The Record, 1957
The day the gym burnt down.
I awoke at 2 o’clock to the frightening noise of crashing timber. The sky outside was one red
glow. I pulled on some clothes over my pyjamas and went out. People were standing on the
opposite side of the road watching firemen who had just arrived. Many onlookers were still
dressed in pyjamas and dressing gowns and a few women had their hair in curlers. The roof of
the gymnasium had fallen in and the flames were rising high. The heat was terrific: we could feel
it from where we were standing. - J. Warne
Newbury Weekly News
June 13th 1957
43 year Old Record Broken.
At the Grammar School Sports a record was broken which has stood for 43 years; the Senior Open
Long Jump was broken at the annual sports on Wednesday last week. F.R. Froom gained the
record with a jump of 19ft. 2½in. to beat I.C. Davidson who jumped 18ft. 6in. in 1914.
June 27th 1957
Mr Richard Taylor of Oare Farm and an Old Boy of the Grammar School, who was a member of
the 1955-56 Antarctic Expedition will be showing the film he made of the activities at Base Y, at
the Grammar School on Sat. At 7.45pm.
Aug. 1st 1957
Friday at St. Bartholomew’s Grammar School marked the breaking-up for summer holidays and
the beginning of retirement for Mr. E.T. Abell. During his 36 years as a master there he has
served under three heads - the late Mr. E. Sharwood-Smith, the Rev. T. Rutherford Harley and
Mr. J. Ballantyne and seen notable additions to the school buildings. Mr Abell edited the school
magazine and the school hymn book, produced school plays and operas. He was a Gilbert and
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Sullivan enthusiast, often organising parties of boys to Oxford when professional companies were
playing there. He trained the U15 rugby XV, which was undefeated for 10 years.
Sept. 12th 1957
Seventeen year old Shirley Ann Badcock set up a new distance record at Newbury Swimming
Pool; on Thursday afternoon. She swam 60 lengths (over 2 and
farther but for the cold. The water temperature was 59°F.
“I wanted to do 3 miles but gave up when I had done 60 lengths because I was so cold” said
Shirley, a pupil at Newbury County Girls Grammar School
75 years ago
The Newburian, 1932
H.G.A. Peters, S.C. Inns and H.H. Lucas are all playing for the Reading University 1st XV. C.R.
Maggs has been prevented from playing by an injured knee.
The Record, 1932
The Headmaster of the Grammar School has kindly given us the opportunity of reserving special
seats for a large party who are going to see “Henry IV” at the Grammar School.
100 years ago
The Newburian, 1907
Gymnasium Notes:- It is nearly 6 months since the Gymnasium was a fait accompli: and it is a
pleasure to report on the steady progress made since the inauguration by Sir William Collins.
Indian Club swinging is without doubt one of the most fascinating forms of physical exercise, and
has been aptly styled the poetry of motion with the arms. The Fifth and Sixth Forms are showing
such promise in the art. Who made the remark the other day: “It does take it out of you, Sir”?
The Record 1907
On Dec 18th a meeting took place at Newbury Girls School to consider the formation of an Old
Girls’ Association. Miss Luker and eighteen girls were present, including three VIth form girls.
Newbury Weekly News April 11th 1907
Newbury Grammar School, Annual Sports. In the report of the sports Neate featured prominently
in 100 yards, long jump, high jump, 220 yards and throwing the cricket ball. Also in the Old Boys
100 yards Race (3 entries), P. Hobbs won from C. Yalden.

*****
The article on the following page was sent to me by:
Bridget Lake (McCarroll)
I became Bridget Lake in 1961 when I married Michael Robert Lake who was Head Prefect at St.
Bartholomew’s Grammar School in 1955/56. At school, and still, I am more usually known as
‘Biddie’. I was at St Donat’s from 1944 to 1949 and at NCGGS from 1949 to 1956.

Sadly Biddie died of cancer on 9 Dec. 05. She sent me the article about St. Donat’s for publication last year but I had to hold it over (Ed).
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St. Donat’s - A Reminiscence
St. Donat’s was the preparatory school for the Newbury Girls’ High School, which became, after
the 1944 Education Act, the Newbury County Girls’ Grammar School - not that the new title was
ever widely adopted in the town.
The St. Donat’s building was a large family house in Catharine Road and, if not actually designed
by Lutyens or one of his school, it was heavily influenced by his work. I have loved that
‘vernacular’ type of domestic architecture ever since I went there.
There were deep overhanging eaves and exaggerated buttresses. The verandah was a popular
playing place either when it was raining or very hot. The building was of red brick and cream
pebble-dash and the windows were vertically leaded. Inside and out the quaint nooks and
crannies of the style were much in evidence and the finish was of the best quality - plenty of
Hooker’s Green iridescent tiles, oak paneling and parquet; inglenook fireplaces, brass and copper
art nouveau finger plates and door and window furniture of wrought iron.
I remember an early telephone, the earpiece of which was on a flex and dropped onto a bracket
on the column, which had a mouth piece at the top - only to be used in the direst emergency!
The garden was just right for small children. Plenty of grass to rush about on, shrubberies in
which to make illegal dens, a D-shaped formal rose garden, a kitchen garden, a great grassy walk,
or so it seemed, between herbaceous borders, to a walnut tree standing in rough meadow grass.
In the orchard we had little plots of our own, about one yard by two yards.
One boundary of the garden was common with Greenham Gardens, a small public park. At one
time, it was a much favoured daytime gathering place for local tramps and eccentrics. To hang
over the fence and watch them (and sometimes taunt them, I’m afraid) from a safe distance was
an attractively dangerous pastime at break.
The staff I remember there were Miss Wilson, Miss Barton and Miss Foster. Miss Wilson was a
gentle, governessy lady. Indeed, she had been governess to an Indian Princeling and could
reliably be diverted on to tales of this exciting period of her life.
Miss Barton, who became a long-standing member of staff at NCGGS and who will be remembered by cohorts of pupils far younger than I, was a very different kettle of fish: impervious to
any flannel, brisk, clear, direct and a very effective teacher. Miss Foster was Irish and she seemed
to me to make a point of pronouncing my own Irish given name, Bridget, in an emphatically Irish
way - spitting out the final T in a way that I always felt signified disapproval. She was, however,
interested in the arts and story-telling, which was enough to endear her to me.
There were a few boys at St. Donat’s and I remember a couple of names: Robin Pearce, who lived
in a storybook cottage on the edge of Greenham Common; and John Midwinter, who I remember
because of his unusual surname.
A special event stands out in my memory. One evening in autumn we were invited to go back to
school with mum and dad after dark, and a visiting expert came to talk to us about the stars. To
be out in the dark with our breath clouding the cold air, stamping on the gravel to keep our feet
warm, seemed very exciting to a rather protected little girl, especially in wartime.
After the 1944 Act St Donat’s dwindled rapidly and by the time I came to take the 11+ there were
only three in my age group who sat it. It seemed to me that I only ever went to one school, so
seamless was the transition up to Andover Road.
We actually sat the 11+ in Miss Ireland’s office and in my nervousness I managed to spill ink on
her red and blue carpet. Until the day I left NCGGS, a few weeks short of eighteen, that stain
leapt to my eye each time I was summoned there!
Biddie Lake
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Back Row, l to r: S.G.K Palmer, D.W. Alexander, D.A. Morrison, H.D. Cooke, R.G. Sampson
Front Row: M.E. Fraser, D.H. Ryde, M.H.D. Baker, A.J. Brown

Rugby Team 1946 - 60 years on!

SPORTS REPORTS
WINTER 2006, SPRING and SUMMER 2007
RUGBY
Sat. 16th December 2006
School 1st XV - 8

O.N.A. U21 XV - 33

Unfortunately the School had suffered injuries to some key players but with strength in
depth due to the encouragement and dedication of coaches Dave McGall and Andy
Hollindale the School made the Old Boy’s fight for their win.
Wearing their new strip purchased with donations from members the Old Boy’s kicked
off on a sunny afternoon perfect for running rugby.

O.N.A. Team, Back Row l to r: J. Wood, H. Griffin, P. Green, A. Ashburner, F. Wood, O.
Proudfoot, D. McAndrew, J. Knight, F. Ashburner
Front Row: P. Sayers, R. De-Angeli, M. Ladds, D. Jones, C. Seward, L. Santos
G. Hesketh, S. Brown, J. Spalton, J. Cullen, L. Buxey played but are not in the photo.

With determined tackling the school held the Old Boy’s at bay but the breakthrough
came from a ruck on the twenty two with Freddie Woods kicking ahead for Lance
Santos to race through gather the ball and touch down in the corner and David Jones
kicking the conversion. From the kick off the school gathered the ball and kept the
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O.N.A. pinned in their own half and were rewarded with a well struck penalty by Brad
Clough when the Old Boy’s were caught off side. Growing in confidence the School
started to test the O.N.A. defence with some probing attacks and from a set scum and a
chip ahead Ed Dyer jinxed through for an unconverted try which gave the School a slim
half time 8 - 7 lead.
After the interval the Old Boy’s kept the School pinned in their own half and Harry
Griffin rounded off a slick move to break through and touch down under the post for
David Jones to convert. The O.N.A. now took control of the game and a break by no 12
Joe Woods who slipped the ball to Harry Griffin who drew the defence before passing
to Alex Ashburner to touch down with David Jones adding the conversion and another
fluid Old Boy’s move was rounded off with a try in the corner for Joe Knight.
The final score came just on time when Harry Griffin again breached a tiring School
defence for his second try with David Jones adding his fourth conversion.

LACROSSE
Sat. 16th Dec. 2006
O.N.A. 1st Team - 6

School 1st Team - 5

On a lovely Saturday morning in December the O.N.A. fielded 2 lacrosse teams to
play against the school.
The O.N.A. first team was a much younger side this year consisting of many of last
year’s School team including the winner of the School Player of the Match Stephanie
Webb. The O.N.A. Trophy for the School Player of the Match went to Julia Cook.

O.N.A. 1st Team, Back Row (l to r): Jess McCarthy, Rachel O’Brien, Kelly Bonner, Charlotte
Allen, Nicola Bolton, Genevieve Allen, Abi Benford,, Oliver Proudfoot.
Front Row (l to r): Flic Maxwell, Jo Denyer, Stephanie Webb, Dottie Fenn, Georgie Taylor.
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O.N.A. 2nd Team - 13

School 2nd Team - 4

The second team was joined by a number of new ‘oldies’ who displayed some fantastic
skills, speed and stamina. The O.N.A. scored the first 2 goals allowing us to go into the
first break in the lead. Ann Parker made a welcome return to the O.N.A. team by
gallantly going in goal for us. The team was very grateful for some amazing saves. Ann
Marie Dunbar and Rachel Willis linked up well in the middle of the pitch and along
with Kelly Thorne scored some great goals. The O.N.A. went into half time with a
comfortable 8 – 1 lead.
The team managed to maintain their fantastic level of effort and with their well learned
skills carried on the goal scoring in the second half to win the match 13 – 4. At this point
I would like to thank both all the O.N.A. players and the school girls alike for making
the morning such a pleasant and fun experience. I would also like to thank Oliver
Proudfoot for supporting the O.N.A. team and umpiring the match. Many thanks must
also go to Janet Calloway, Clare Harrison and Nicki Ostinelli who both spend much
time in getting the teams together and without whose efforts these matches would not
be played.

O.N.A. 2nd Team, Back Row: Ann Marie Dunbar, Sarah Harris, Clare Harrison, Kelly Thorne,
Rachel Willis, Sarah Shipton, Helen Singleton, Julia Davis.
Front Row: Janet Calloway, Ann Parker, Sarah Noble, Jo Shipton.
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NETBALL
Sat. 25th March 2007
O.N.A. 1st Team - 17

School 1st Team - 9

The early start was a bit of a shock for the O.N.A. who had long put Saturday morning
matches behind them, but all seemed eager…more to catch up with much missed faces
than play netball, but the annual shuttle got the warm-up underway before the match
kicked off and everyone was really to roll!
The O.N.A. took full advantage of the School team’s hangovers from the Lacrosse
dinner the previous night and attacked hard in the first quarter. Although having never
played together before the O.N.A. quickly formed a strong team spirit and by the end of
the first half had managed to pull ahead with a convincing lead.
However, the School team seemed to sober up in the second half and fought hard against
the O.N.A.’s old tired legs (ahhh), with both their attack and defence working well.
With a battle on the court between the Allen sisters and a slight tumble and bounce from
Beccy Foden, both teams competed hard and the second half was a evenly fought match.
The O.N.A. managed to maintain their lead to gain a final score of 17-9.
The day was immensely enjoyed by both teams and a massive thanks has to go out to
Janet Calloway for her
amazing
organisation
skills! Also, a big thank
you to the school for
providing us with doughnuts! All are looking
forward to next year
already!
O.N.A. Team:
GS – Kelly Thorne/Morag
Bell
GA – Abi Benford/Dotti
Fenn
WA – Kia White
C – Genieve Allen
WD – Lizzie Sladen/Steph
Webb
GD – Nicola Bolton
GK – Beccy Foden
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O.N.A. 2nd Team - 34

School 2nd Team - 8

Saturday 24th March 07 was this years date for the annual O.N.A. v School Netball
match, unfortunately the sun was not shining this year and it proved to be quite a chilly
morning but quite refreshing for those who had had a late night ! The O.N.A. put their
warm-up time to good use, catching up with old friends and new faces, but before long
the match was under way.
The school got off to an excellent start with their GS scoring some excellent shots the
score after the first quarter was 8 – 5 to the O.N.A. In the second quarter the O.N.A.
attack, Bridget, Sian and Lucy combined really well and they soon found their form with
excellent feeding into the circle and converting most of these into goals. By half time
the O.N.A. had really started to put on the pressure and increase their lead to 16 – 8.
Coming back after half time the school had made some crucial changes but unfortunately this was not sufficient. The O.N.A. defence were far too strong and well into
their stride, Toni and Jeanette preventing the school from scoring any goals this quarter.
The old girls continued to further their lead with more good interceptions and feeding
into the circle by WA Jackie Taylor bringing all her experience to the game. Vicky
Hemphill the schools captain battled tirelessly in defence and continued to make good
interceptions and bring the ball down the court to her teams attack but the school were
unable to convert those good passes into goals.
The O.N.A. decided to play versatility in the final quarter to continue the good spirit of
the game, however their experience clearly showed through and they continued to play
some excellent Netball and win the game 34 – 8. Many Thanks must go to Nikki
Ostinelli and Janet Calloway for not only umpiring the game so well but also to Janet
for her tireless organising
of the O.N.A. team and
without
whom
these
matches would not take
place.

O.N.A. Team:
GS – Sian Clarke
GA – Lucy Wearn
WA – Jackie Taylor / Janet
Josey
C – Bridgett Nobes
WD – Tina Wallin / Clare
Harrison
GD – Toni Leadley
GK – Jenette Barnes
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FOOTBALL
Sat. 24th Mar. 2007
School 1st XI - 1

O.N.A. 1st XI - 9

Apologies no report
*****
School 2nd XI - 2 O.N.A. 2nd XI - 4
With a safe back three and our goal keeper Mark Russell in good form the Old Boys
started to threaten the School goal forcing their goal keeper to bring off some excellent
saves. The first O.N.A. goal came after a throw in , Joan Gwynn gathered the ball and
raced forward passing to Matt Prickett who shaped up to drive but realising the school
goal keeper had him covered slipped the ball to Neil Nightingale to tap into an open
goal. Neil Green added a second scoring direct from a corner and +just on half time he
scored again and the Old Boys went in at the break three nil up.
From the restart we again scored following a passing movement from deep in our own
half Andy Prickett passing to Lee Fenn to score and from the kick off Tom Astill added
a fifth goal. The school then showed true spirit when their left wing chipped into the
centre and at his second attempt Alex Shambrook scored. The Old Boys controlled the
final fifteen minutes when Neil Green crossed a high ball for Charlie Seward to head in.
Neil Nightingale rounded off the scoring with a chip over goal keepers head and just on
time he blasted a powerful shot into the corner of the net.
After tea and before the players dispersed we all joined in wishing Jonathan Gwynn a
navigator in the R.A.F. a safe return as he prepared for his posting to Iraq on the
following Monday.
O.N.A. Team: M Russell, S Berry, N Green (C Seward), A Snowball, R Elliott, L Fenn,
J Gwynn (M Spalton), A Prickett, M Prickett, N Nightingale, T Astill.
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CRICKET
Sadly the heavy rain at the end of June and early July put paid to any hopes of playing
our cricket fixtures this season. Both the annual match against the School and the annual
match against the Staff were cancelled. On both occasions the pitches were waterlogged
and the ground staff were unable to prepare or mark out a pitch.
*****
GOLF
Fri. 6th July 2007
O.N.A. - 1

School - 3
The sun finally shone and the greens at
Newbury Racecourse Golf Club had been
prepared to a very high standard in
readiness for our annual tournament. The
Old Boys had assembled Four pairs of
regular golfers captained by John Miller,
the Racecourse’s own Club Captain. The
School had a team of six young pupils
including one girl supported by two
masters.
As the players came back into the Club
House after completing the course it was
clear the school had played very well and
after the cards had been checked ran out
winners three games to one.

The Golf Club again prepared excellent refreshments and to round off the evening the
O.N.A. Games Secretary Chet Hobbs presented the Centenary Salver donated by
Barlows of Hermitage to Charlie Butler, the Captain of the School team.

O.N.A.
Richard Sellwood & Duncan Campbell
(School Win)
John Miller & James Prater
(School Win)
Mark Allen & Mark France
( O.N.A. Win)
Roger Holt
& Alan Mercado
(School Win)

SCHOOL
v George Dickinson & Harry Doderidge
v Charlie Butler & Sammy Humphrey
v Elizabeth Swallow & Alex Wood
v Mark Schofield
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& Nick O,Doherty

The O.N.A. and School Golf Teams

BARLOWS
Red Shute Hill Hermitage

THE ONE STOP CENTRE FOR TIMBER FENCING AND GARDEN
PRODUCTS
Manufacturers and suppliers to Trade/Retail of:GARDEN GATES MADE TO MEASURE
TIMBER , DECKING ,FENCING,GATES, WIRE and PVC COATED
GARDEN NETTING.
OAK BEAMS,POSTS & RAILWAY SLEEPERS
HUGE RANGE OF PAVING SLABS
STOCKISTS OF MACHINED, ROUND AND HALF ROUND MATERIALS
EXTENSIVE RANGE OF GATE IRONMONGERY,
CATCHES,BOLTS,NAILS AND SCREWS.
Tel. (01635) 200253
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.(lunch 12.30- 1.30) Sat. 9 a.m.-12 noon
Cash and Carry or Delivery Service Available
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One Hundred Club Winners 2006/2007
Date

1st Prize

2nd Prize

Oct. 2006

R. Lock

A. Gallagher

Nov. 2006

G.W. Lloyd

M. Robinson

Dec. 2006

J. Calloway

C. Blackwell-Giggs

Jan. 2007

C. Blackwell-Gibbs

E.J.S. Brook

Feb. 2007

D.J. Brown

P. Collins

Mar. 2007

G.L. Woolford

R.M. Warmingham

Apr. 2007

K. Allen

E.D.J. Thomas

May 2007

A.D. Swait

K. Broomfield

June 2007

J. Gale

R. Bentley

July 2007

B. Little

P. Kirk

Aug. 2007

G. Smith

G.L. Woolford

Sept. 2007

E. Smith

G.W.Lloyd

This year we had 80 entries and consequently the prizes were increased to 1st Prize £25, 2nd
Prize £15. There will be another “100 Club” starting in Jan 2008. Entry will again be £12 for
one year with 50% of the income received going in prizes. Please find an entry form loosely
inserted with this magazine or download one from the website.

Centenary Ties
Brice Moore has sold over eighty Centenary Ties, bows, cravats to members in Australia,
U.S.A., United Arab Emirates, Canada as well as in the UK. They are priced as follows:
1. Ties
£10 +p&p
2. Ready-made Bow Ties £10 +p&p
3. Self-tie Bow Ties
£12 +p&p
4. Men's Cravats
£16 +p&p
Post& packaging 50p (UK only). Elsewhere in the world please send sufficient funds to
cover postage to your country.
Please send cheque in Sterling (made payable to the Old Newburians' Association) or cash
with your order to:
Brice Moore, 133 Priory Road, Hungerford, Berks RG17 0AP.
Email: moorebricegill@hungerford3.fsnet.co.uk. Please include your email address (if you
have one) and Brice will inform you when they are dispatched.
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Useful Addresses
President (2007)
Derek Brown
12 Pointers Close
Chieveley
Newbury
Berks RG20 8UJ
Email:derekjbrownbroo2d@supanet.com
Tel. 01635-247563

Webmaster and Magazine Editor
Richard Sellwood
4 Westmead Drive
Newbury
Berks RG14 7DJ
Email: editor@oldnewburians.co.uk
Tel. 01635-43527

Secretary
Jon Herne
42 Aintree Close
Newbury
Berks
RG14 7TX
Email: jonherne@yahoo.co.uk

Games Secretary (M)
Chet Hobbs
19 York Road
Newbury
Berks RG14 7NJ
Email: gamesm@oldnewburians.co.uk
Tel. 01635-522546

Membership Secretary
John Gale
Wild Hedges
66 Burys Bank Road
Crookham Common
Thatcham
Berks RG19 8DD
Email: membership@oldnewburians.co.uk
Tel. 01635-43304

Games Secretary (F)
Janet Calloway
6 Kiln Terrace
Chapel Lane
Curridge
Thatcham
Berks RG18 9DY
Email: gamesf@oldnewburians.co.uk
Tel. 01635-200399
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