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From the President:
Dear Member
I feel honoured to be elected as your President so soon after joining the Association’s
Committee. The fact is that nearly all the other members of the Committee have worked
tirelessly for so many years keeping our valuable Old Newburians’ Association alive,
that they have all had their turn as President!
We are determined to maintain the O.N.A.’s ideal, to bring together former pupils for
pleasure, for sport and for support of the School, and to this end I am pleased to
welcome two new ‘Old Girls’ to the Committee and two younger ‘Old Boys’ who will
assist with our sports fixtures.
On the sporting front we need your help.
Our current Rugby shirts have lasted over twenty years; those that are left are threadbare
and badly ripped.
We need to raise £550-00 to purchase twenty new shirts to see us through matches for
the next two decades.
I am asking for £10-00 donations from Old Newburians. If you can afford £10-00 and
wish to support us, please respond by sending a cheque made out to “The Old Newburians’ Association,” to Chet Hobbs, our games secretary. Please be amongst the first fifty
five to respond!
May I thank our supporting members in anticipation of the new shirts, and thank the
Headmaster for the support the School is giving the Association, and finally the
dedicated committee who are running your O.N.A.
Yours sincerely

Derek G Brown
(1952-1959)
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FROM THE HEADTEACHER

Dear Old Newburian
The past year has seen some remarkable and memorable events. The school continues to be a
major force in the educational world locally, nationally and internationally.
John Brazendale, Head of Faculty, Expressive Arts retired after 36 years as an exceptional Art
teacher. His Department was judged “outstanding” by OFSTED and, in his final year he helped
the school achieve the prestigious Artsmark Gold Award. He was an inspirational teacher who
enabled and encouraged students to take on some of the most challenging issues through their
art work.
Andy Bartlett, long term Head of Davis House and chemistry teacher has gone to teach in
Brunei. Andy served as a governor and has always been an enthusiast about education and made
a consistent practical contribution to creating opportunities for students to learn and develop.
Mike Hart is retiring as Head of Curnock House to concentrate on teaching PE. 34 years at the
school and 23 years as Head of Curnock. He has made Curnock a special brand, creating an
ethos which whilst supportive of the school has also been unique. His enthusiastic leadership
style has made an indelible impression upon students and families.
Margaret Lawrence was a key member of our admin staff for 16 years. Her retirement is well
deserved but we will miss her special sense of humour.
The following highlights motivate us to continue to seek the highest standards:
OFSTED reported that the curriculum offered, the expertise and creativity of our
students, the quality of teaching and learning and leadership of the faculty was outstanding. Linda Eastman (head of Faculty) and her team are clearly “the best”
The award of the Gold Artsmark Award reflects a vibrant and exciting school where
all students experience an excellent arts education.
Our work around Business and Enterprise was recognised when Michael O’Brien,
Member of the House of Assembly South Australia and Parliamentary Secretary to
the Premier visited St Bart’s to report back to his colleagues a clear impression of
what a successful specialist school looks like on the ground.
Finally this year’s exam results put us firmly in the “top” school category. Amazingly, we had
Will Beharrell as one of the top 5 candidates in General Studies A level and 7 students at GCSE
who were amongst those achieving the top 5 marks. 3 in English Literature (out of 365000 candidates), 3 in Religious Studies and 1 in Electronics.
We are now embarking on the new academic year determined to improve.
Best Wishes
Yours sincerely
S J Robinson
Headteacher
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PROGRAMME OF EVENTS DURING 2006/2007
2006
Annual Meeting and Luncheon

Sun. 26th. November 2006; 11.30am
Conservative Club, Cheap St. Newbury,
Contact: The President, Keith Allen

Rugby v School

Sat. 16th Dec 2006; 2.30pm
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Lacrosse v School

Sat. 16th Dec 2006; 10.30am
Contact: Janet Calloway, Tel. 01635-200399

2007
Football v School

Sat. 24th March 2007; 2.30pm
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Netball v School

Sat. 24th March 2007; 10.30am
Contact: Janet Calloway, Tel.01635-200399

Cricket v School

Sun. 24th June 2007; 2.00pm
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Cricket v The Staff

Tues. 3rd July 2007; 6.00pm
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Golf v School

Fri. 7th July; 4.00pm
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Rugby v School

Sat. 15th Dec. 2007; 2.00pm
Contact: Chet Hobbs, Tel. 01635-522546

Lacrosse v School

Sat. 15th Dec. 2007; 10.30am
Contact: Janet Calloway, Tel.01635-200399

Annual Meeting and Luncheon

Sun. 18th. November 2007; 11.30am
Conservative Club, Cheap St. Newbury,
Contact: The President, Derek Brown

Contact details and email addresses are given inside the back cover. Alternative
contacts for these events are either the Secretary, Jon Herne or Richard
Sellwood.
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The President’s Ramblings
Dear Fellow 0ld Newburians
Since I have rather rapidly moved from being a fairly new ONA committee member, to
having the honour of becoming your President bestowed upon me, I feel I ought to tell
the hundreds of you who have never heard of me, a little bit about myself and my life at
St Barts.
I attended the School from 1952 to 1959 when J. A. Ballantyne was headmaster, with
'Jake' Herbert his deputy. The regime at this time still reflected Victorian values: the
staff all wore gowns, many with knots tied in them to administer sharp blows to the
heads of the inattentive. Both the Headmaster and the Senior Prefect caned persistent
miscreants and the senior borders employed first form 'fags' to do their chores.
I am happy to say that throughout my school career I was only caned once by the
Headmaster- something to do with ink loaded blotting paper darts I recall!
I'm afraid I was never destined to be a great academic; I endured the daily lessons rather
than enjoyed them and took far more interest in the less mentally taxing activities the
school provided. I can remember, vividly, in the first form, sitting in fear and trepidation as Bruce Ismay (Cow) moved slowly between the desks issuing slips of paper for
a French vocab. test. He never spoke a word, just looked at you with a sadistic sneer
that told you there was trouble in store for anyone who had dared not to learn the words.
During my time at school, Mr Abel (Pud) produced and directed some excellent
Shakespearean plays, but my favourites were the series of Gilbert and Sullivan operas
he produced. It always surprised me what fine women the boys made when they were
made up with their flouncy clothes and lipstick. My first appearance was as a sopranosinging fairy in IoIanthe, then an alto in Ruddigore and finally a tenor in the men's
chorus of Patience. It was great fun being involved, even though I only aspired to the
chorus.
I've always been fascinated by aeroplanes, so thinking that my career would be as a pilot
in the RAF, I joined the CCF, did a year in the army section and then transferred to the
RAF. We had great fun under the dubious command of Flt. Lieut. ‘Joe’ Doggett. My
pal Rex Collins and I both won RAF Flying Scholarships and were sent off to Thruxton
to learn to fly Tiger Moths. They were very basic machines with no radio communication, just a speaking tube for the two pilots to use. Once in the air you were free to roam.
Our greatest excitement was chasing trains on the line from Andover to
Luggershall army camp. Flying low and fast over a chugging steam train pretending to
shoot -up all its wagons was the ultimate boyhood experience.
CCF Field Days were always held on Snelsmore Common. It was here that the army
section held mock battles and cadets actually fired blanks from old 303 rifles. On my
last Field Day at the school I took Roy Crumplin to Thruxton, where we took off in a
Tiger Moth and flew back to attack the troops on the ground at Snelsmore. We made
several low passes until we were convinced we had beaten the army into submission and
then returned triumphant to Thruxton, making sure we didn't tangle with any B47s
flying out from Greenham Common.
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Sport was an important element of school life, but the range of sports was very limited.
It was rugby in the winter and cricket in the summer, with a couple of weeks dedicated
to athletics prior to the School Sports.
Cricket was a game I found boring until I was given the chance to have a bowl. I took
a long run up and hurled the ball at the wickets and found to my amazement that I was
potentially quite a good fast bowler. Following this revelation I eventually aspired to
captain the 2nd eleven: a post I held for two seasons. We had some fine ‘agricultural’
batsmen in the team who could knock the ball all over the pitch from any sort of
bowling. Eddie Thomas and Roy Barlow were just two of them. Another character was
a giant of a boy called ‘Rats’ Chandler who, at the end of his 50 yard run up to bowl,
frightened a poor child from Edward VI Grammar School in Southampton, so much that
he dropped his bat and ran out of the crease. There were no ‘serious’ cricketers in the
team, the batting order was often drawn out of a hat and most people had a chance to
bowl and I think we still won most of our matches.
One of the lingering memories I have of my early days of rugby at St Barts involved the
twice weekly turnouts after school. I can recall the misery of traipsing along to the
Enborne Rd field on a cold and wet winter evening to practice running up and down
passing the ball, followed by tackling practice in a sea of mud. I think I decided the only
way to overcome the misery was to get stuck-in and try to enjoy being wet and caked in
mud. Having overcome my dislike of the game I progressed through the school teams,
playing as hooker and then prop forward. The highlight of my fairly short rugby career
came when I was selected to play for Berkshire Schools and was made Captain of the
School 1st XV for 1958/59.
Our teams’ greatest achievement was beating Douai Abbey who had not lost a game for
two seasons. We won by 2 points (13-11) and the Headmaster was so pleased, the whole
school celebrated with a half days holiday. The team’s success was largely down to our
light and fast pack of forwards and the kicking of my old friend Andrew Miller, who
scored many goals for the side.
I wonder what has happened to all the characters who were involved in my various
school teams and activities. They must all be retired or approaching retirement age; all,
I’m sure with many stories to tell.
It would be great to hear from any of you via the ONA website, or better still; come to
our Annual Dinner in November. It’s quite a light-hearted affair and you would all be
welcome.

Derek G Brown
ONA President
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News from The School
FIVES
Wednesday, 12th July 2006 saw the official opening of the refurbished Fives Courts.
With a £2000 grant from the Eton Fives Association the cracks in the walls were
repaired and the tree that was growing out of the top of one wall was removed. The
surfaced was also covered in tar macadam. The are now 50 boys and girls signed up for
regular weekly coaching by a professional coach.
Although many still think of Fives as a game played only at Public Schools such as Eton
and Harrow, Fives is now played in a number of Comprehensive Schools and appears
to be thriving.
For more information visit the web site www.etonfives.co.uk.

Left to right - David Nicholson (Assistant Headteacher, Chet Hobbs (ONA Games
Secretary), Derek Brown (ONA President), Representative of Rok and Students of St.
Bartholomew's School.
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
For the year ended 31st October 2005
INCOME
Interest Receivable
Dinner Surplus
Surplus on sale of ties
Centenary Club Surplus
Surplus on sale of ties
Mail-out sponsorship
Donations: general
Donations: standing orders
Total Income

564.47
(3.13)
27.00
332.00
20.00
445.00
80.00
729.00
2167.34

EXPENDITURE
Printing and Stationery
636.55
Postage
497.57
Donations: Other
20.00
Sundries
0.00
Website Costs
82.23
Sporting Fixtures
174.12
Sports Insurance
379.50
Total Expenditure
_1789.97
(DEFICIT) SURPLUS OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE

£377.37

BALANCE SHEET
as at 31st October 2005
Notice Board
Stock of ties
Newbury Building Society
Nationwide Building Society
HSBC
Debtors

1.00
230.00
13,996.93
1544.83
556.60
595.00
16,923.36
16,924.36

CAPITAL ACCOUNT
Balance brought forward
Receipts from Life Members

13,586.93
410.00
________
13,996.93

REVENUE ACCOUNT
Balance brought forward
(Deficit)/Excess of income over expenditure

2550.06
377.37
________
_2,927.43
16,924.36
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ANNUAL MEETING AND LUNCHEON
The Annual General Meeting precedes the Luncheon
at
THE CONSERVATIVE CLUB
CHEAP ST.
NEWBURY
on
SUN. 26th NOVEMBER 2006
at 11.30am
This Meeting will be followed by a 3-course Luncheon
at
12.30 for 1.00pm
Tickets £20
Tickets are available from the Secretary, Jon Herne at 42
Aintree Close, Newbury, Berks RG14 7TX, or any member
of the committee.
******** AGM and LUNCH ********
******** 18th NOV. 2007 ********
Please make a note of this event in your diary and do try to attend.
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NEWS OF OLD NEWBURIANS 2005/6
Web Site Guestbook Entries
To contact any of these Old Newburians you will be able to email them by visiting the
guest book on our web site (www.oldnewburians.co.uk).
Alison Barton (nee Harrod) 1978; Falkland Islands
I left school in 1978 and have kept in touch with Jane Stone (Hamblin); Rowena Coles
(Hart) and Elizabeth Webster (Brindley) who I see when we visit the UK. We all took
part in the crafty raft race in 1977, in a bath which took us about 7 hours to "paddle"
down the course! I'll have to look and see if I can find any photos of that! I am now
living in the Falkland Islands, married to John (a Falkland Islander) with two sons aged
13, 11. I met John at Bangor where I was studying Archaeology and History, we were
both in the University diving club. I was lucky enough to work on the "Mary Rose" for
a couple of seasons and had a fantastic time.
I have now been in the Falklands for almost 20 years, love living here and I work part
time as a secretary and am also involved with the Museum in Stanley.
John recently built a mirror dinghy so we spend some of the weekends sailing in the
harbour and in some of the other inlets around East Falkland.
If anyone remembers me from school and are passing through Stanley I'd be pleased to
see them (pretty safe there I should think!)
Alan Thomas 1963; Ottawa, Canada
I am a former Director of Music at the school (1959-1963), with very pleasant memories
of it. I received your website from my former student Glyn Tonge,with whom I shall be
staying for a night in very late July on my way back to Ottawa. I went to Allhallows
School after Newbury, from 63 to 74 then emigrated to Ottawa where I became Director
of Music until 1984 and College Organist until 1996. I am very busy (as I approach my
70th birthday !) with lots of concerts. I have been Organist and Choir Director at
Westminster Presbyterian church here since 1977.
I don’t return to England very much, now that my parents are dead, but this is one of the
years. I was amused to see the photograph of myself conducting the CCF brass band. I
have several photos in my collection, so I may be able to help with some names etc. My
old colleagues are mostly dead too, and I was sad to hear of Doug Saint's passing. I
assume you know his wife is Miss Read, who wrote all those books.
I was also House tutor in the boarding side of things during my 4 years, but I lived a few
doors down the road with Mrs Lipscombe, a pleasant landlady indeed. If you would like
any other information I shall be happy to provide it. Please include my email on your
list, because I would love to hear from the Old Newburians who remember me.
Henry Chandler (Rats) 1958; Darlington, Co. Durham
Graduated - only just - in Chemical Engineering at London University then decided to
read medicine at the same time as getting married. Student poverty landed me up in the
Royal Navy when I reached hospital consultant level at an appropriate rank then
transferred to the RAF in 1989. Redundancy in 1996 landed me back in the London
14

Teaching Hospital system after 30 odd years, proving it's who you know not what you
know. Retired up North due to family problems in second marriage but keep contact
with rest of family, mostly in Fareham area. 4 Kids and 7 grandchildren. Just finishing
part time work for The Appeals Service of The Lord Chancellor's Department.
Peter Sonksen 1955: Winchester, Hants
Tony Johnson drew my attention to this site and that my name had been mentioned by
Tony Wilson. After leaving school in 1955 I qualified in Medicine in 1960 from The
Middlesex Hospital Medical School in London. After general training I decided to
specialise in endocrinology (ductless glands &amp; hormones). I spent a lot of time in
research (I loved it) and went to USA from 1967-69 as a 'Harkness Fellow' - fantastic!
Fell in love with USA and the Americans. After returning to UK I got a Senior Lecturer
job at St Thomas' in 1971 and had a wonderful 31 years working there. I retired from St
Thomas' Hospital 4 years ago, I was the Professor of Endocrinology and ran a large and
successful department (if you're interested type my name into Google to see some
published papers). At 60 after 40 years in London my (second) wife decided we'd retire
to the country and we chose Winchester as it had a fast train to Waterloo so I could make
it to my office in 90 minutes from home and it was also close to The Hamble, the mecca
of English sailing. After I gave up climbing I took up sailing, initially a Firefly dinghy,
later a 23ft Sonata cruiser/racer and after that I raced a 7.07m one design keelboat (707
Class!) from the Royal Southern Yacht Club. For 10 years we had a Condo in Park City
(Utah) as we were both keen skiers and preferred the Rockies (and the Americans) to
The Alps (and the French, Germans, Austrians etc.). I worked for the IOC on drug
testing for 10 years,that included 5 Olympic Games including the Winter Olympics in
Salt Lake City in 2002. In retirement we planned to spend 3 months each year skiing in
USA but this all came to an end on 27th December 2002 when I skied over an unmarked
drop of 10 feet and hyper-extended my neck on falling and ended up paralysed from
neck down. Luckily with expert care in US (3 months) and back in UK I regained quite
a lot of useful function but remain severely disabled, requiring help dressing etc but I
can stand in the shower and walk up to 100 yards, slowly with 2 sticks or preferably a
3-wheeled rollator. To complicate matters further, I also developed bladder cancer 2
years ago and had my bladder removed and now have a urostomy. So, getting older has
its challenges! I'm still active intellectually and did not sustain any brain damage. I'm a
Visiting Professor at Southampton and co-investigator on two big ($1 million) projects
developing a test for growth hormone abuse in sport. We hope to have it up and running
in Beijing. At present I'm very well despite these setbacks.
I have 2 children from my first marriage and they (both doctors) each have 3 children
so the clan is 12 in all. I took them to South Africa for half-term at end of October as
(premature) celebration of my 70th (29th March 2006), we had a fabulous time,
including 3 day safari. Sue and I are off round the world with P&O Aurora on 7th
January. Our second cruise with them so we know the boat and it's well-adapted for
disabled people.
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Well - what a waffle! I expect to hear from some of my old school friends (boys and
girls) in return. I see Tony & Ann Johnson quite often as we live only a few miles apart,
when we usually meet for pub lunch. I saw Johnny Slade last year (he's living in Canada
and seemed very well and happy) and we keep in touch.
I guess I'm no different from others of my age in failing to remember all the names of
old colleagues at school (I was a boarder) or girl friends from the other side of the fence?
I'd love to hear from anyone who remembers me?
Ruth Howell (nee Evans) 1975: Crofton Park, south-east London
Have lived and worked in London since leaving school; spent last 21 years working at
Walker Books Ltd. Still do lots of music - sing, play oboe. Married a trumpet player and
have two boys (12 and 5), also musical and currently into electric guitars and drum kits
- pity the neighbours!

News has been received of the deaths of the following Old Newburians.
We extend our deepest sympathy to their families.

N. H. Allen

B. Costa

C. F. Collins

D. Barnes

S. Green

Mrs. M. Hain

Bruce Hobbs

B. Jones

R. B. Nicol

Sir John. Peel

D. P. Saint

A. A. Spackman

P.W.H. Wyatt
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Memories Revived
A selection of extracts from The Newburian, The Old Newburian, The School Record and other
sources.
25 years ago
The Newburian, 1981
In the years 1980-1982 administration difficulties prevented the editor from printing the contributions which had been submitted, and no Newburian appeared during this time.
50 years ago
The Newburian, 1956
We offer our congratulations to B.D. Bacon who was chosen to play at full-back for the English
Schools during the Easter Holidays. He played against France at Perpignon and against Wales at
Gloucester. In both matches Bacon gained considerable praise from the critics.
Retirement of George Hughes - Old Newburians will be sorry to hear that George Hughes has
finally retired from his work at the School. He came here over forty years ago as School
Caretaker and in addition to looking after the classrooms he was responsible for mowing the grass
of the cricket field at a time when the School horse provided the motive power. An old soldier,
he was prepared to provide the trumpet calls for Mr. Sharwood-Smith’s Shakespearean plays and
he was a friend to countless boys of many generations. It was a very rare occasion when he found
himself compelled to report a boy to the Headmaster. In his later years as caretaker he was helped
by his wife. When he finally gave up that work, he was appointed to look after the Tuck Shop,
a task he performed most conscientiously. Recently he celebrated his eightieth birthday, and
ill-health compelled him to give up all work here.
At the end of last term we were sorry to say goodbye to Mr. Hughes who had served the School
faithfully for nearly forty years and who, through ill-health, felt he could no longer continue his
job in the Tuck Shop. He was presented with cheques by the Staff and by the boys.
School House Notes - Cold weather around half term disrupted all outside activities. We had two
days without hot water when an outside pipe burst. With no Saturday afternoon games there have
been the usual voluntary compulsory cross-country runs organised by the Headmaster. We can
think of better ways of spending an afternoon, especially when it is several degrees below freezing!
We note with pleasure that the number of official meetings with the High School is on the
increase. Besides a joint Debate, a contingent of female singers has come one afternoon to
practice in the Hall. It is rumoured though, that on this occasion the Hall and balcony doors were
locked. This was doubtless a wise precaution, since, for all they are reputed to be the weaker sex,
we males need protection.
The Record, 1956
Anti-Litter Campaign.
One day during Anti-Litter Week, Miss Humm allowed us to spend 5 mins. of our tennis lesson
clearing the playing fields of litter....... At the end of the week a blackboard was put in the back
vestibule with the names of the week’s “litter-bugs” chalked on it. This board caused a lot of
excitement and most girls whose names were on the board quite cheerfully paid the penny fine
which was demanded in aid of the Mission Fund.
Old Girls Association.
Evening Gathering in the Spring. It was proposed by Joyce Stanbrook and seconded by Elizabeth
Keeling that there should be a Social Evening in the Spring Term. Pamela Law said that some
Old Girls had expressed a wish for more variety in the Meetings.
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75 years ago
The Newburian, 1931
The Cock-House Cup” has been generously presented by Councillor C.W. Burns, an Old Boy.
The “Cock-House Cup” is to be awarded every year to the House which excels in the greatest
number of events which go to form the corporate life of the School. Not only sport but work also,
is to count towards this Cup, and it is appropriate that there should be some lasting record of this
important side of the School’s activities. Accordingly a book, beautifully printed by the Oxford
Press and magnificently bound in vellum, has been placed in a glass case in the Library. In this
book are to be written every year the names of those who gain points for their House which count
towards the Work Cup. At the beginning of the Work Book are printed biographies of those Old
Newburians who, on account of their glorious deeds and noble sacrifices, have given their names
to the four Houses (Curnock, 1893-1917; Davis, 1889-1915; Evers, 1891-1916; Patterson, 18961917).
The Record, 1931
The Opening of the New Peckham Settlement.
The Schools, numbering 165, have raised £5000. Six Schools including Newbury contributed
over £100. I the hall, the Queen graciously declared the building open, and wished The Settlement
success. The Newbury Girls School was represented by the Mission Secretary, Dorothy Morton,
and the Old Girls Association by the Treasurer, Dorothy Parker.
100 years ago
The Newburian, 1906
The various Fives Competitions have been exceptionally well organised this term by our
energetic Keeper, and some very good games have been contested. This really fine game seems
to become more popular each year.
The Gymnasium.
At last! The plans have been drawn out, the estimate all but accepted, and before the next issue of
the Magazine the long looked-for Gymnasium, will have become, if all goes well, an actual fact.
The price for the base shell will probably be not less than £230, and it will be seen from the
subscription list that we are still £15 short of this amount. (Subscriptions included £50 from “An
Old Scholar” and 2 guineas from the Old Newburians’ Association)..... The Gymnasium has been
fitted with electric light (December Issue)!
Newbury Weekly News
At the Spring Meeting of the London Athletic Club, in conjunction with which is held the Public
School Championship, held at Stamford Bridge ground, on Saturday, H.C.W. Pile of Newbury
Grammar School, secured second place in the half-mile of the Public Schools Championship. The
Sporting Life writing on the performance says: Pile set a warm pace from the start, but failed to
last right home, was beaten in the straight by Williamson, who won by ten yards. The time 2mins
9.35secs. Although defeated Pile shows form which stamps him as a future flier at the distance.
It needs scarcely to be said that Pile has received the warmest congratulations on his achievement
in which he found himself pitted against the cream of public school athletes.
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Famous Old Newburians
Sir John Peel
Sir John Peel, who died on Saturday (31st Dec 2005) aged 101, was Surgeon-Gynaecologist to the Queen from 1961 to 1973 and was present at a number of royal births.
Peel delivered Prince Andrew in 1960 and Prince Edward in 1964; on those occasions
he was assisted by John Brudenell. He had himself previously assisted at the births of
Prince Charles in 1948 and Princess Anne in 1950, both of which were supervised by
his predecessor as Surgeon-Gynaecologist, Sir Andrew Gilliatt.
Peel also delivered Princess Margaret's children, Viscount Linley (1961) and Lady
Sarah Armstrong-Jones (1964).
John Harold Peel, the son of a clergyman, was born on December 10 1904 and educated
both at St. Bartholomew’s School, Newbury from 1914 to 1918 (see note below) and
then Manchester Grammar School, Queen's College, Oxford, and King's College Hospital Medical School in London. He qualified in 1930, and only two years later passed his
membership examinations for the Royal College of Physicians.
He spent the early part of his career at King's College Hospital as consultant surgeon for
obstetrics and gynaecology, and in 1937 moved to the Princess Beatrice Hospital in
London, where he remained as a consultant until 1965.
As a clinician, Peel took a particular interest in women who suffered from diabetes they could experience problems in labour which sometimes resulted in death. During
this time he was also director of clinical studies at King's College Hospital Medical
School (1948-67), and held many visiting professorships. He was an examiner at around
a dozen British universities, including Oxford, Cambridge, London and Bristol.
Peel became a Fellow of the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists in 1944.
In 1955 he became a member of its council, and in 1959 its honorary treasurer. In the
latter role he was instrumental in raising funds to finance the College's expansion into
its handsome premises in Regent's Park.
In 1966 he became President of the RCOG, a job he performed with enthusiasm. His
presidency concluded in 1969, but he remained a respected and influential presence for
many years, and was elected to an honorary fellowship in 1989.
Throughout his association with the College, Peel headed steering groups and committees and acted as an adviser to government agencies. Among his achievements was the
important Peel Report: Enquiry into Domiciliary Midwifery Beds Needs (1971) for the
Department of Health and Social Security. This recommended that all women should
give birth in a hospital and remain there for some days, the aim being to reduce maternal
and infant mortality. Although it met with some resistance (some people felt, for
example, that the additional stress placed upon bed requirements was not balanced by
the benefits of such care), the report resulted in a change in the medical establishment's
approach to maternity, at the expense of domiciliary midwifery services.
Among the Report's critics was the epidemiologist Archie Cochrane, who pointed out
that there was little correlation between high hospitalisation rates and lower perinatal
mortality.
In 1967, during his tenure as President of the RCOG, Peel chaired the committee
advising the government on the Bill, introduced by the Liberal MP David Steel,
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proposing to legalise the medical termination of pregnancy. The RCOG was closely
involved with the Bill, and monitored its progress through Parliament until it became
law as the 1967 Abortion Act.
The RCOG reflected the deep divisions surrounding this issue. Members of the council
included Professor Hugh Maclaren, a professor of obstetrics and gynaecology at Birmingham and a prominent anti-abortionist, as well as several Roman Catholics who
objected on religious grounds.
Peel, however, won praise for his diplomatic skills as chairman of the committee, which
came out in support of the Bill. His aim was to reduce the amount of disease and death
associated with illegal abortion.
Peel was the author of Textbook of Gynaecology (1943); Lives of the Fellows of Royal
College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 1929-1969 (1976); and Biography of
William Blair Bell (1986).
He was appointed KCVO in 1960.
In the 1980s, as sponsor of the Responsible Society, Peel accused two government
departments - Education, and Health and Social Security - of encouraging girls under 16
to have sexual intercourse.
"Young girls," he wrote in a booklet, "are the victims of exploitation by unscrupulous
adults, by misleading information in popular teenage magazines; by pernicious theories
from some 'trendy' experts; all leading to the glorification of sex for physical satisfaction
alone." He also had strong reservations about research on human embryos.
John Peel was a keen gardener and fisherman. He married first, in 1936, Muriel Elaine
Pellow, with whom he had a daughter. He married his second wife, Freda Margaret
Mellish, in 1947. She died in 1993, and he married thirdly, in 1995, Sally Barton.
(Printed by permission from The Daily Telegraph, Mon. 2nd Jan 2006)
N.B. According to Brice and Richard Moore (School Archivists) Sir John Peel attended
St. Bartholomew’s School from 21st Sept 1914 to 29th Sept 1918. They added that he
must have been our oldest Old Newburian. His father was J. Edmund Peel, a Wesleyan
Minister in Newbury from 1914 to 1918.

Centenary Ties
Brice Moore has sold over eighty Centenary Ties, bows, cravats to members in Australia,
U.S.A., United Arab Emirates, Canada as well as in the UK. They are priced as follows:
1. Ties
£10 +p&p
2. Ready-made Bow Ties £10 +p&p
3. Self-tie Bow Ties
£12 +p&p
4. Men's Cravats
£16 +p&p
Post& packaging 50p (UK only). Elsewhere in the world please send sufficient funds to
cover postage to your country.
Please send cheque in Sterling (made payable to the Old Newburians' Association) or cash
with your order to:
Brice Moore, 133 Priory Road, Hungerford, Berks RG17 0AP.
Email: moorebricegill@hungerford3.fsnet.co.uk. Please include your email address (if you
have one) and Brice will inform you when they are dispatched.
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A Rugby Record to last Forever?
The Rugby Season of 1946 saw the setting of a tremendous record by the School XV.
Apparently, not a great achievement was expected and from the resumés (by IH) of
some of the players one can see why. However, the team went on to achieve what is
possibly the greatest record of all time playing 11 matches, winning 10 and losing 1; the
scores being 492 points for and only 10 against. The School beat The Old Newburians
that season 5 points to 3; a score that was more respectable than most, which were
usually in the order of 50+ to nil. The best score of 97 to nil was against an Oratory
School XV.
Eight of the members went on to play for the Berkshire Team which was captained by
M.E. Fraser.
To mark the 60 years anniversary of this remarkable achievement D.W. Alexander is
organising (as we go to press) a small reunion lunch at which the conversation will
undoubtedly turn to how the many tries were scored and by whom. The team photo is
on page 20 and their names are:
Back Row (l to r): D.A. Morrison, T.R. Kimber.
Middle Row: J. McEleny, R.G. Sampson, S.G.K. Palmer, A.S. Macnair, D.J. Hopson,
A.J. Brown.
Front Row: H.D. Cooke, M.H.D. Baker, D.H. Ryde, M.E. Fraser (Captain), D.W.
Alexander, J.G.C. Mills, R.W. Marshall.
S.S. Ryde, who was Vice-captain, was missing from the photograph
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1st XV Rugby Team 1946-47
Played 11: Won 10: Lost 1: Points for 492; Against 16

SPORTS REPORTS
WINTER 2005, SPRING and SUMMER 2006
RUGBY
Sat. 17th December 2005
SCHOOL 1st XV - 12

O.N.A. 1st XV - 32

This year’s match provided a spectacle of running rugby from both teams. From the
kick off the schools forwards asserted pressure on the Old Boys and were awarded a
penalty which took play into the O.N.A. twenty two. The Old Boys defence held firm
and in a period of open rugby play seesawed from end to end. The first score came
when David Jones kicked ahead for Jo Knight to run through, gather the ball and touch
down for the O.N.A. The School’s kick off went straight into touch and from the
resulting scrum on the halfway the Old Boys took play deep into the School’s twenty
two and from a scrum near the try line the Old Boys rumbled forward for Matt Ladds to
score. This led to a rally from the school who sliced through our defence for O. Randal
to touchdown for a try which was converted by M..Spalton. From the restart the Old
Boys kept play in the School’s half and foraging forward Mattt Ladds broke through to
score his second try. None of the O.N.A. tries were converted and at half time we led
15-7.
During the interval the Old Boys made their substitutions bringing on C.Crossan.
A.Prickett. H.Griffin, and N.Hartley.

O.N.A. Team Back Row: C Sandford, A. Ashburner, J. Slater, M. Breakwell, J. Blowfield, H.
Griffin
Middle Row: T. Seward, A. Prickett, M. Prickett, F. Wood, M. Taylor, J. Wood, O. Proudfoot
Front Row: C. Seward, J. Knight, B. Fenton, D. Jones, N. Hartley, M. Ladds, I. Morgan
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In the second half both teams continued to play entertaining rugby and following a
penalty for a high tackle by an O.N.A. player the School kicked for the corner and from
a well controlled throw-in and a massive effort by the School’s forwards the School
drove forward for J.CIark to touch down. This proved to be the School’s last score but
they continued to play their part in making this one of the most entertaining games for
many years. The Old Boys scored two more tries when Jo Knight making a dash down
the wing was blocked from gathering his kick ahead. Oliver Proudfoot took a quick tap
penalty and scored. The O.N.A. wrapped up the match with a final try from Andy
Prickett.
LACROSSE
Sat. 17th Dec. 2005
O.N.A. - 7
School - 12
This year’s Lacrosse match started very well with the ONA team scoring the first goal!!!
This was incredibly pleasing as the team was definitely made up of more ”oldies” than
young new members. Clare Peacock did a sterling job in goal for the majority of the
match before Janet Calloway bravely went in goal for the last quarter. Thank you!
By half time the School were winning 6 – 2, however, in the third quarter the team dug
deep and the attack put together a number of excellent moves to be bring the score to
only 8 - 6 to the School. So the ONA won that quarter! Susie Gowers and Clare Carlisle
both worked incredibly hard to link the defence and attacks together. Sarah Harris
continued to organise the defence from the back. However, in the final quarter, the
School scored some very impressive goals resulting in the final score being 12 – 7.
The ONA trophy for the School Player of the Match was awarded to StephanieWells.
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O.N.A. Team Back Row: Emma Mullins, Susie Goweres, Clare Carlisle, Clare Peacock,
Sarah Harris, Julia Davies, Kelly Bonner.
Front Row: Nicole Jones, Dottie Fenn, Clare Harrison, Janet Calloway, Abi Benford.
NETBALL
Sat. 25th March 2006
ONA 1st Team - 20

School 1st Team - 17

The ONA faced strong opposition in difficult conditions due to a slippery court. Both
teams started hesitantly to avoid injury and the school edged ahead after good interceptions to lead 4-3 by the end of the first quarter. Play continued in a competitive and
friendly manner but was interrupted with an injury at the end of the first half. The teams
then moved to another court for the second half.
The third quarter ended 11-10 to the school but the ONA team was beginning to link
well in their first match together and their experience showed through controlled play
throughout the court. Beccy Foden at GK pressured the shooter to gain possession, GD
Kelly Hearn made interceptions from the centre. WD, Nicola Bolton successfully
blocked the school GA out of the circle. Genieve Allen playing at C and one of the
youngest of the ONA team, showed good spatial awareness whilst Lucy Cowans made
timely dodges and excellent passes into the shooters. Kelly Thorne at GA and Abi
Benford at GS held their space and shot well under pressure.
The final score was 20-17 to the ONA but this was by far the closest contest between
the 2 sides in recent years and despite the competitiveness and closeness of play, the
spirit of friendly rivalry remained throughout. The spectators were all impressed by the
match and many commented on the high standard of the school first team this year.
The match was brilliantly umpired by Jane Proudfoot, Nicky Ostinelli and Lindsay
Leach- thanks to all of you and to Kelly Hearn for this match report.

O.N.A. 2nd Team - 24

School 2nd Team - 3

The ONA second team was made up of some very experienced players and we were
very pleased to welcome staff member Morag Bell playing at GS in her debut match for
the ONA. Morag and Lucy Wearn at GA immediately worked well together and they
missed few shots to give the ONA a lead of 8-0 at the end of the first quarter. The school
responded well and play on court was definitely not one sided. Clare Harrison at C
linked well with both Janet Josey and Caroline Dodridge at WA throughout the matchshowing that being a Mum has not affected her level of fitness! It was good to welcome
Jeanette Barnes back into the team at GK and there was little the school team could do
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to get through the strong experienced defence of Jeanette combined with Vicki
Shopland and Tina Wallin.
After three quarters the ONA had a lead of 20-2 and reshuffled playing versatility
positions for the final quarter. Thanks to Morag for umpiring for the final quarter which
allowed Janet Calloway to make a brief appearance at GD alongside Lucy Wearn at GK.
We are very grateful to all the school players and in particular those who played up into
the second team from the U15. They showed maturity in their play beyond their years
and we look forward to seeing them develop over the next few seasons.

O.N.A. 1st Team Back Row: Nicola Bolton, Beccy Foden, Kelly Thorne, Lucy
Cowan.
Front Row: Genieve Allen, Abi Benford, Kelly Hearn
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O.N.A. 2nd Team Back Row: Jeanette Barnes, Morag Bell, Lucy Wearn, Tina Wallin,
Caroline Dodridge
Front Row: Janet Josey, Clare Harrison, Vicky Shopland
Thank you to all the PE staff for all their hospitality, help and flexibility in ensuring that
this fixture continues, and does so in such a friendly spirit. Thank you to Bev Hall and
Clare New, who were both willing to be reserves to play if needed- its great to have that
back up. Thanks to our spectators and umpires and our photographer Richard Sellwood.
Umpires were Jane Proudfoot, Janet Calloway, Nicky Ostinelli and Lindsay Leach.
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FOOTBALL
Sat. 25th Mar. 2006
School 1st XI - 2

O.N.A. 1st XI - 3

The 1st XI match is always of a high standard so the pressure was on the Old Boys to
continue their winning streak and for both teams to provide the spectators with an
exceptional game.
The Old Boys went ahead with an early goal from Jonathan Gwynn but the school
replied with two goals of their own to go in at half time with a 2-1 lead. Halfway through
the second half the O.N.A. leveled the score with a goal scored by Andrew Prickett.
Victory was secured for the Old Boys by a late goal from Neil Nightingale, who beat
the school defence and goalkeeper with a powerful volley.

O.N.A. Team Back Row: J. Smee, R. Elliott, T. Baikie, J. Pilling, M. Prickett, M.
Russell, J. Winston, J. Bickerton, J. Gwynn
Front Row: A. Prickett, A. Snowball, C. Seward, N. Nightingale, M. Ladds
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School 2nd XI - 0 O.N.A. 2nd XI - 3
This was always going to he a tough game for the school with the O.N.A. fielding a team
of recent school leavers lining up with Phil Davis’s squad of experienced Golden Oldies.
The first half was fairly even with the Old Boys going in at halftime one goal up from
veteran John Bowness. In the second half the School’s defence worked tirelessly to
contain the O.N.A. Eventually the cracks started to appear and Matt Stevens threaded
his way through to score. The final goal was scored by Paul Edens who has represented
the Old Boys regularly for the past twenty five years.

O.N.A. Team Back Row: S. Berry, P. Edens, J. Pilling, L. Dillon, J. Prater, D. Withey,
J. Bowness, M. Breakwell
Front Row: T. Pinfold, P. Davis, M. Culley, S. Culley, R. Lloyd, M. Stevens
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CRICKET
Sun. 25th July 2006
Regrettably due to the Football World Cup the 1st XI Cricket was cancelled as both the
School and Old Boys teams melted away when England were assured of a World Cup
place in the last sixteen in a match kicking off at 4:00p.m. on the cricket afternoon.
—
Tues. 4th July 2006
Staff - 108 All Out

O.N.A. - 110 for 7

Playing 15(8 ball overs) this evening match was the usual nail-biter right down to the
last over. The Staff batted first and opening bat R. Howell was run out for 1 run. This
brought together Andy Hollingdalc (41) and Jeremy Sharpe (19) who took advantage
of some erratic O.N.A. bowling to put on a stand of 56. Other contributors were
C. Smith (8), R. Costembeys (6), N. Roberts (1), S. Clarkson (6), D. McGaull (1) and
with 25 extras the Staff were all out for 108. The bowling is spread around all the team
and the wicket takers were Jon. Aniszewski (5 for 5), Alex Robinson (2 for 8) Harry
Griffin (l for 29) and Rob Elliott(l for 7).
The Staff’s bowling was much tighter than the Old Boy’s and they only gave away 3
extras against the 25 given away by the O.N.A. We had a stronger batting line up with
Alex.Robinson (16), including a brilliant six which crashed into the sight screen. Harry
Griffin (17), Tom Heath (7), Nick Hartley (10), Andy Ship (30), Andy Prickett (9) and
Jon Aniszewsky (14), with Mark Prickett (4) hitting the winning runs in the last over.
O.N.A. A.Robinson, H.Griffin, T.Heath, N.Hartley, A.Ship, A.Prickett, M.Prickett,
J.Aniszewsky (Capt.), T.Seward, R.EIliott, M.Stevens.
STAFF. P.Howell, A.Hollingdale, J.Sharpe (Capt.), C.Smith, N.Cook, R.Costembeys,
M.Digweed, S.Sharpe, N.Roberts, S.Clarkson, D.McGaull.
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GOLF
Fri. 7th July 2006
O.N.A. - 3

School - 1

This annual tournament was revived this year with a new venue at Newbury Racecourse
Golf Club which proved a good test for the golfers and the club were very genial hosts
providing excellent refreshments for the evening. John Miller captained the Old Boys
team and was partnered by Kirn White a regular member of our girls netball team. The
school team was a mixture of masters and very talented pupils from year 9 upwards. The
first match was a win for the school but the O.N.A. won the other three. After all the
competitors were back in the Clubhouse and suitably refreshed the President Derek
Brown presented the winning Captain with the Centenary Salver which was donated by
Barlows of Hermitage.
The teams were:
O.N.A.
John Miller & Kim White
Jamie Prater & James Storey
Roger Holt & Graeme Hamlet
Nick Drewe & Allan Mercado

v
v
v
v

School
Nick 0’Doherty & Mark Schofield
Nigel Roberts & Nathan Pitt
Josh Wintrup & Mark Scoll
Ben Brown & Will Drewe
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(School Win)
(O.N.A. Win)
(O.N.A. Win)
(O.N.A. Win)

One Hundred Club Winners 2006
Date

1st Prize

2nd Prize

1st Jan. 2006

E.J.W. Curtis

A.D. Swait

1st Feb. 2006

N. Pennington

I. Pennington

1st Mar. 2006

P. Kirk

J. Herne

1st Apr. 2006

J. Botsford

E.J.W. Curtis

1st May 2006

R.W. Muttram

E. Webster

1st June 2006

G. Campbell

C. Blackwell-Gibbs

1st July 2006

A.M. Vince

S. Griggs

1st Aug. 2006

R. Piper

G.W. Lloyd

1st Sept. 2006

G. Campbell

A. Mercado

This year we had only 60 entries to the draw and consequently there were only 2 prizes; 1st
Prize £20, 2nd Prize £10. There will be another “100 Club” starting in Jan 2007. Entry will
again be £12 for one year with 50% of the income received going in prizes. If we could reach
150 entries this next year, the problem of financing a set of Rugby shirts would be solved.
Please find an entry form loosely inserted with this magazine or download one from the
website.
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Useful Addresses
President (2007)
Derek Brown
12 Pointers Close
Chieveley
Newbury
Berks RG20 8UJ
Email:derekjbrownbroo2d@supanet.com
Tel. 01635-247563

Webmaster and Magazine Editor
Richard Sellwood
4 Westmead Drive
Newbury
Berks RG14 7DJ
Email: editor@oldnewburians.co.uk
Tel. 01635-43527

Secretary
Jon Herne
42 Aintree Close
Newbury
Berks
RG14 7TX
Email: jonherne@yahoo.co.uk

Games Secretary (M)
Chet Hobbs
19 York Road
Newbury
Berks RG14 7NJ
Email: gamesm@oldnewburians.co.uk
Tel. 01635-522546

Membership Secretary
John Gale
Wild Hedges
66 Burys Bank Road
Crookham Common
Thatcham
Berks RG19 8DD
Email: membership@oldnewburians.co.uk
Tel. 01635-43304

Games Secretary (F)
Janet Calloway
6 Kiln Terrace
Chapel Lane
Curridge
Thatcham
Berks RG18 9DY
Email: gamesf@oldnewburians.co.uk
Tel. 01635-200399

OLD NEWBURIANS’ NEWS
Please send news of yourself or other Old Newburians to:
Richard Sellwood, 4 Westmead Drive, Newbury, Berks. RG14 7DJ or by Email to
richard.sellwood@btinternet.com. Please contact me as this information is well received by all
the membership. Please don’t forget to include your year of leaving school. Another way is to
visit our web site and sign the guest book. The only problem with this is that the length of your
contribution is limited to just a few sentences.
I am constantly being asked to put someone in touch with any of his or her peers and if you do
have an email address please register with our Email Mailing List on our web site
(www.oldnewburians.co.uk). If someone then makes a request I can then pass on the email
address. Please don’t forget to update your address if it changes.
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